                                     SEPTEMBER 13, 2010

BI-MONTHLY MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERLIN, CAMDEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AT BERLIN TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL HALL SEPTEMBER 13, 2010 AT 6:30 P.M.

Mayor Magazzu opened the meeting and stated that pursuant to the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Law, notice of this meeting was advertised in the Record Breeze and posted on the bulletin board.

All in attendance joined in the Salute to the Flag. 






ROLL CALL

Present-       Councilman McIntosh, Council President Morris,

                     Councilman Batten, Councilman DiGangi, Mayor Magazzu
           


Also Present-       Stuart Platt, Solicitor, Chuck Riebel, Engineer &



          Director Public Works, Joseph Jackson, Chief of Police 

                                         Lori Campisano, CFO , Joseph Hoffman

Absent- 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
ENGINEER’S AND DIRECTOR’S REPORT

BERLIN TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETINGS

OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2010
A. CHANGE ORDERS AND VOUCHERS
None

B. DIRECTOR’S REPORT
1. APPOINTMENT OF A DEPUTY DIRECTOR
Three employees had submitted resumes for the position. Due to the current budget issues, I have not submitted my recommendation to the Governing Body.

I strongly recommend that the Governing Body consider the approval of filling this position. I believe that it will be extremely beneficial for both the Public Works and Engineering Departments as I will be able to dedicate more time to the management and engineering tasks.

2. SHARED SERVICES BETWEEN MUNICIPAL PUBLIC 

WORKS DEPARTMENTS
The County will be holding the second round table meeting, with representatives of the municipalities, on September 17. 2010. I will provide an update to the Governing Body, after the meeting.

3. SHARED USE OF MUNICIPAL BUILDING

I believe that the Governing Body is preparing the possible terms for the leasing of the facilities.

4. REDUCTION IN BUDGET LINE ITEMS
As directed by the Governing Body, I have submitted my recommendations for the reduction in the budget for the Public Works Department for review and consideration by the Governing Body.

5. VEHICLE WASH STATION
I had suggested a simplified vehicle wash station to allow for the removal of salt and washing of the vehicles. As part of the budget reduction, I have deleted this improvement for the installation of the setting and recirculation tanks.

6. WORK FORCES

The Public Works staff has performed small concrete, piping and pavement reconstruction projects. I am still hopeful, even with the reduction in the budget, that the Department will still be able to perform a limited amount of work.

7. INSTALLATION OF REGULATION SIGNS AND LINE STRIPING

The stop signs have been installed and stop lines have been painted to create the four way stop condition at the intersection of Grove and Harrison Avenues. Larger and additional speed limit signs were installed along the entire length of Franklin Avenue. There was some discussion about ordering the larger speed limit signs for Haddon Avenue. I have not ordered these signs, but could do so if still desired.

8. CLEARING OF TREES AND VEGETATION ON TOWNSHIP LANDS FOR IMPROVED LINE OF SIGHT AT GROVE AVENUE AND MINCK AVENUE

The clearing at the corner of the streets and along Minck Avenue has been completed by the Public Works Staff.


C,  ENGINEER’S REPORT




1. COLLECTION AND HAULING OF SOLID WASTE



The Notice to Bidders has been published and the bid opening is scheduled for November 3, 2010. If a contract was to be awarded, the collection would commence on January 1, 2011.The bid proposal has been prepared to provide for bids for 1 to 5 year terms by conventional and automated collection equipment.

A Public Works staff member has provided me with a copy of a recent newspaper article, which states that there may be cuts in the State subsidy to the incinerator and landfill. I believe that any loss of the subsidy will result in higher tipping fees. The Township does have the right to dispose of the trash at other facilities, in and out of the State.

2. N.J.D.O.T. MUNICIPAL AID APPLICATIONS
As directed by the Governing Body, the following applications were submitted to the N.J.D.O.T.:

a. Centers of Place
1) Landscaping along Route 73 frontage of the Municipal Building Site

$94,500

b. Municipal Aid-Street Improvements
Priority) 1- Reconstruction of Hazel Avenue, Phase 1Cushman Avenue to Division Street
$212.000

Priority) 2- Improvements to Edgewood Avenue


Route 73 Project to Cooper Road
$312,000

Typically, the announcement of the selected projects is made by the N.J.D.O.T. near the end of the year.

3. CONSTRUCTION OF CONCRETE SIDEWALK ALONG N.J.S.H. ROUTE 73 – JACKSON ROAD TO EDGEWOOD AVENUE (N.J.D.O.T. FY 2008 AND 2009 FUNDING - $320,000

The Pinelands Commission is requiring that the sidewalk be porous concrete with a stone subbase, to allow for the recharge of stormwater runoff. KEI Associates has made the revisions to the plans to address the most recent comments from the Pinelands review staff and will be submitting the plans to the Pinelands Commission and New Jersey Department of Transportation for their final approval.The N.J.D.O.T. is pressing for the award of the construction, since the use of the funds has been delayed, for quite some time, as a result of the Pinelands approval process. As a result of the N.J.D.O.T. pressure, I have advertised to receive bids on September 23, 2010, conditional upon the receipt of Pinelands approval. I am hopeful that the Governing Body will be able to award a contract on September 27, 2010.

KEI Associates have estimated the construction cost to be $253,464.00. The N.J.D.O.T. funding is $320,000. I have requested the N.J.D.O.T. provide the Township with the process for reimbursement of inspection and construction administration costs, performed by the in-house engineering staff. Once I receive their response, I will submit the information to Ms. Campisano.

4. ISSUES ALONG 300 BLOCK OF THURMAN AVENUE

a. Drainage Study by the N.J.D.O.T. Consultant

I have requested that the consultant inform me of the status of the performance and completion of the testing, analysis and the study. Once I receive the consultant’s response, I will inform the Governing Body.

b. Replacement of the Blocked Drain Pipe – No. 354 to     

Potter Avenue

The project has been completed

c. Improvements to Cross Gutters of Grove Avenue, at 

Cleveland Avenue
The residents had noted that ponding exists along both gutterlines of Grove Avenue, at Cleveland Avenue. We have taken elevations of the intersection. During the course of the design for the reconstruction of the gutters, it became evident that, in order to achieve the proper elevations, it will be necessary to reconstruct the intersection. Because of the size of the project, the reconstruction work must be contracted:

The estimated contracted construction cost is $56,000.00. I recommend that this project be included in a bid package, which contains multiple road projects, in order to receive the most cost effective bid prices.

d. Ponding Along Gutters of Thurman Avenue

We will be taking elevations in the obvious ponding areas and determining the necessary corrective work. If the corrective work is minor, the Public Works Department will perform the work.





5. MUNICIPAL BUILDING

a. Contract with MJJ Construction
I believe that the Governing Body is considering the release of final payment.
b. Possible Separation of the Electronic Door Access

and Surveillance Systems

I have scheduled a meeting with another company to discuss the separation of the systems. The meeting is scheduled for September 9, 2010. I did receive a price from Hogan Security for the work.

c. Landscaping and Irrigation System
I must submit the formal requests to the landscapers, landscape material suppliers and irrigation contractors, requesting their contribution of materials and services.

I had considered the possibility of performing the design and installing the irrigation system, with Township staff. Once the budgetary issues have been addressed, I will revisit this proposal. It would be beneficial if the irrigation system could be installed in the Fall/Winter of 2010/2011 so the planting could be placed in the Fall of 2010 or Spring of 2011.

d. Monument Sign Along Route 73
I am preparing a quote package for the fabrication and erection of a monument sign. 

The Public Works staff will be constructing the brick planter, at the base of the sign.

6. BATE AVENUE PLAYGROUND AND FORMER 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING SITE

a. Change of Use – Green Acres
The Governing Body has decided to proceed with the change of use, rather than the diversion. I must prepare the documents and notices. A public hearing must, also, be scheduled and a sign posted on the site, noting the public hearing. I am hopeful that the Public Hearing can be held at the Council Meeting on October 25, 2010.

b. Expungment of the Deed Restriction
I believe that Ms. Zoll was addressing this matter with the Board of Education.





7. LIBRARY AND ADJACENT PLAYGROUND SITE

I believe that the Governing Body is evaluating the possibility of relocating the library to another location or retaining the current location .If it is determined that the library building and respective parking area are to be offered for sale and the playground is to remain Township owned lands, it will be necessary to re-divide the lots so that the entire parking area falls within the lot, which contains the building. The lot line, currently, is located within the main drive of the parking area.

8. REDESIGNATION OF PINELANDS ZONING AND EXTENSION OD SANITARY SEWER FOR EDGEWOOD AVENUE AND ALLIED PARKWAY

The Governing Body adopted Ordinance No. 2010-6 on August 2, 2010. The signed and sealed copies of the Ordinance must be submitted to the Pinelands Commission. I will submit prints of the amended Zoning Map, which depicts the revised zoning districts to the Pinelands Commission.

9. RESURFACING OF MT. VERNON AVENUE – FRANKLIN AVENUE TO MINCK AVENUE

N.J.D.O.T. FY 2010 MUNICIPAL AID FUNDING - $180,000
I must perform the design and prepare the bid documents, in the immediate future, so that the work can be completed within the current construction season.

10. MICRO-RESURFACING OF HILL AVENUE 

(C.D.B.G. YEAR 32 FUNDING - $30,257)
I must perform the design and prepare the bid documents, in the immediate future. I intend to have the Public Works staff perform the reconstruction of the existing sections of failed pavement, prior to the resurfacing of the street by the contractor.

11. LESTER AVENUE STORM DRAINAGE AND MANAGEMENT

I must submit the letter to Public Service Electric and Gas, requesting their consideration for the granting of a storm drainage easement, across their property, to allow for the construction of a storm drainage system, from Lester Avenue to the existing storm drainage system on the Luke Avenue Recreation Site.

12. HADDON AVENUE STREETSCAPE, PHASES 1 AND 3 (FEDERAL AND STATE FUNDING - $677,000)

Key Engineers has submitted an estimated cost of $7,360 for a reduced scope of services up to the point of bidding the project. At that point the Township staff would perform all remaining services. I recommend that the Governing Body consider authorizing this work, in the immediate future, so that we can avoid the N.J.D.O.T. recapturing the funds. I had intended to utilize the Public Works staff to perform a majority of the construction. Due to the urgency to complete this project, it may be more beneficial to contract the construction. The street lights will be installed by Atlantic City Electric.

13. REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTY – FILOMENA (FORMERLY MONACO) PLAZA, CROSS KEYS ROAD AND FAIRFAX AVENUE

The owner is attempting to complete all outstanding site improvements in hopes of the Governing Body releasing the bond at the Council Meeting. I will be performing an inspection of the site improvements at the end of the week of September 6, 2010 and will report to the Governing Body.

14. ZONING ISSUE FOR BLOCK 2001, LOT 1; 120 E. COLLINGS AVENUE

I believe that Mr. Platt, Esq. is reviewing the file of Ms. Zoll and will be addressing this matter.

15. AUCTION FOR VARIOUS VEHICLES, EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE

The auction was held on August 21, 2010. There is still quite a bit of office furniture, which was not purchased. Ms. Campisano has provided me with information, which allows the Township to hold an on-line auction, through specifically State authorized websites. I will be reviewing the documentation, which Ms. Campisano has provided to me, to determine the process.

I recommend that the Governing Body consider authorizing the auction of a few Public Works Department vehicles, which are not used frequently, in an effort to reduce or offset costs for the Township. The State law requires that the Governing Body pass a resolution, authorizing the on-line auction.

16. ALTERNATE ENERGY SOURCES AND EFFICIENCY PROGRAMS

Mr. Conklin has provided me with information from a firm which specializes in assessing current energy systems and developing energy savings plans. I will be meeting with a representative of the firm to discuss their services and what they can offer to the Township.

RESOLUTION 2010- 154  OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERLIN APPOINTING ACTING TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR

WHEREAS, Donafaye Zoll, Esquire is dully appointed Solicitor for Berlin Township for the Year 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Township has received a letter from Ms. Zoll’s partner, Barry Chatzinoff, Esquire, dated August 17, 2010 attached hereto as Exhibit “A” indicating Ms. Zoll’s current temporary disability; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Zoll has experienced a medical emergency that prevents her from attending to her normal business affairs including her appointment as Berlin Township Solicitor for 2010; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the foregoing, the Township of Berlin has the need to appoint an Acting Solicitor for the balance of 2010 or until Ms. Zoll is able to attend to her normal business affairs including her appointment as Berlin Township Solicitor, pursuant to a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Municipal Finance Officer has advised funds shall be made available for the contract subject to the temporary and permanent budget to be adopted by the Township Council and has certified in writing the value of the services will exceed 17,500.00; and

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for the balance of 2010 or until Ms. Zoll is able to return to her normal business affairs, whichever comes first; and

WHEREAS, Stuart Platt, Esquire of the Law Firm of Marrazzo & Platt, P.C. has submitted a letter dated August 25, 2010 indicating that he will provide the services of Acting Township Solicitor at the rate of $ 110.00 per hour and $200.00 for attendance at each Township Council public meeting; and

WHEREAS, Stuart A. Platt Esquire of the Law Firm of Marrazzo & Platt, P.C. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Stuart A. Platt , Esquire of the Law Firm of Marrazzo & Platt P.C. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Township of Berlin in the previous one year and that the  Contract will prohibit Stuart A. Platt Esquire of the Law Firm of Marrazzo & Platt P.C. from making any reportable contributions for the term of the contract.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED for the reasons set forth above that the Council of the Township of Berlin hereby appoints Stuart A. Platt P.C. as Acting Township Solicitor for the balance of 2010 or until the Township Solicitor, Donafaye Zoll, returns to her normal business affairs, including her appointment as Township Solicitor whichever comes first; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an Agreement with Stuart A. Platt, Esquire of the Law Firm of Marrazzo & Platt P.C. to perform the services of Acting Township Solicitor as may be required by the Township as set forth above; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council ratifies and approves any work performed by Stuart Platt, Esquire of the Law Office of Marrazzo & Platt P.C.  prior to the date hereof due to the exigent circumstances of Ms. Zoll’s medical condition.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value will be placed on file with this resolution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a notice of this resolution shall be published in the Official Newspaper of Berlin Township as required by law.

Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Council President Morris to adopt Resolution 2010-154. Resolution adopted by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT
1. Water Agreement with Berlin Borough

2. Increase Sewer Allocation Build out

3. New Municipal Building

4. Nancy Anderson V. Berlin Township

5. Berlin Township ADS. Michael Brown

6. Berlin Township ADS. David Carp

7.
    C&M Auto Repair Environmental Issues

8.       High Point Sewer Connections

     9.       BerlinTwp.ADS. Richard Davies,ET.AL

    10.
    Bate Avenue Property Former Municipal Site

    11.
    Berlin Township ADS Robert Clark

    12.      Oddmund Angel, Block 200, Lot 1

    13.      Sahara Sam’s

    14.      Cooper/ Taunton land Acquisition and Street Light
    15.     American Continental Properties Drainage Issues

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief of Police, Joseph Jackson stated that the new school year has begun and that the Police Sign Board is out on Franklin Avenue, so that residents are aware of the children walking to school. Chief said that he has applied for some grants and is waiting to here back by the end of the month for conformation. Chief also talked about trees on Franklin and Grove Avenue that  needs to be addressed.
MAINTENANCE / ZONING DEPARTMENT
Mike Laginestra, Zoning and Maintenance Officer reported that 49 summons were issued for failure to license there dogs. Mike also noted that grass notices were sent out to residents this month.
FIRST READING ORDINANCE 2010- 8  STATE FISCAL YEAR 2011 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Councilman Batten to adopt Ordinance 2010-8 on first reading by title. Ordinance adopted by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative.

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 2010-9 REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REFUNDING OF THE TOWNSHIP'S OUTSTANDING CALLABLE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2001, DATED MARCH 1, 2001; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF UP TO $2,050,000 OF REFUNDING BONDS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERLIN, COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, TO FINANCE THE COSTS THEREOF; MAKING CERTAIN DETERMINATIONS AND COVENANTS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN RELATED ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOREGOING
Motion by Councilman McIntosh, second by Councilman DiGangi to adopt Bond Ordinance 2010-9 on first reading by title. Bond Ordinance adopted by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative.

RESOLUTION 2010- 155  AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT

N.J.S.A. 54:49-15

BLOCK 1904 LOT 15 C0106 @ $2,413.74

BLOCK 1904 LOT 15 C0303 @ $1,067.89

     WHEREAS, TD Bank was responsible for making tax payments for property owned by Stephen Frankel & Ronald Rubinson in the Township of Berlin where funds were received on April 29th,  and August 6th, 2010, and;

     WHEREAS, the new owners made payment for the same installment since they took ownership to the properties of 465 Taunton Avenue, units 106 and unit 303, and paid taxes due, and; 

     WHEREAS, an overpayment for the May taxes were created and transferred to overpayment on  April 29th, 2010 in the amount of $1,196.84, and;

     WHEREAS, an overpayment for the August taxes were created and transferred to overpayment on August 9th, 2010 in the amount of $2,284.79, and must now be refunded since the formal request has been made, so;

   THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a refund be made in the amount of Three thousand, four hundred, eighty one dollars and sixty three cents to:

TD Bank

6000 Atrium Way AIM#02-206-01-35

Mount Laurel, NJ  08054

Attn:  Sarah Coyle

These funds were deposited into the General Account.

Submitted for the September 13, 2010 meeting.                                      



Diane Zoppel, CTC

Voucher # 52345

Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Councilman McIntosh to adopt Resolution 2010-155. Resolution adopted by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative.
RESOLUTION 2010-156  RESOLUTION CANCELING THE RECEIVABLE AND RESERVE BALANCE FOR CLICK IT OR TICKET GRANT

WHEREAS,  a receivable and reserve balance of $321.00 titled Click it or Ticket Grant remains on the balance sheet at 8/31/10; and

WHEREAS, the grant is complete and it is necessary to formally cancel the receivable balance and its’ offsetting appropriation reserve balance from the balance sheet;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Berlin that the receivable and reserve balance of $321.00 titled Click it or Ticket Grant is hereby canceled.

Motion by Councilman McIntosh, second by Council President Morris to adopt Resolution 2010-156. Resolution adopted by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative.
RESOLUTION 2010- 157     RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REHIRING OF A GRANTS COORDINATOR FULLY FUNDED BY THE HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP GRANT

WHEREAS, funds are currently remaining in the Home Investment Partnership Grant for the purpose of rental rehabilitation;

WHEREAS, approval has been received from the Camden County Community Development Office that administers the Home Investment Partnership Grant that salaries to administer the grant may be charged to the grant through December 31, 2010;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to rehire our former Grants Coordinator, Ron Conklin effective 9/20/10 for 13 weeks to administer the funds remaining in the Home Investment Partnership Grant.      

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Berlin that it hereby authorizes and approves the rehiring of Ron Conklin as Grants Coordinator with understanding that his salary is fully funded by the Home Investment Partnership Grant for a period of 13 weeks effective September 20, 2010.

Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Councilman McIntosh to adopt Resolution 2010-157. Resolution adopted by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative.
RESOLUTION 2010-158      RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT WITH IKON OFFICE SOLUTIONS FOR LEASING A DIGITAL COPIER MACHINE FOR THE CLERK’S OFFICE IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE CONTRACT
WHEREAS, The State of New Jersey, Division of Purchasing, has awarded a contract to Ikon Office Solutions for leasing of a digital copier machine; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Berlin wishes to lease a digital copier machine for the Clerk’s Office in accordance with the State Contract 64039 awarded to Ikon Office Solutions for a price of $128.04 (including stapling finisher) per month for 48 months as permitted by N.J.S.A. 40A:11-15; and

WHEREAS, funds are available as set forth on the attached Certification from the Township Chief Financial Officer; and

WHEREAS. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-15 the lease agreement contains a clause making it subject to the availability and appropriation made annually of sufficient funds as required to meet the extended obligations as well as an annual cancellation clause; and

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Berlin that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to sign the lease agreement with Ikon Office Solutions in accordance with State Contract 64039 for $128.04 per month for 48 months.

Motion by Councilman McIntosh, second by Council President Morris to adopt Resolution 2010-158. Resolution adopted by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative.
RESOLUTION 2010-159 OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERLIN, COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY LOCAL FINANCE BOARD PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:2-26 AND N.J.S.A. 40A:2-51 et. seq.


WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Berlin, County of Camden, New Jersey ("Township") desires to make application to the New Jersey Local Finance Board for: (i) approval of a waiver of maturity schedule requirements pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-26; and (ii) approval for the adoption by the Township of a refunding bond ordinance authorizing the issuance of general obligation refunding bonds of the Township in the aggregate principal amount of up to $2,050,000, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-51 et. seq.; and


WHEREAS, the Township believes:


(a)
it is in the public interest to accomplish such purposes;


(b)
said purposes or improvements are for the health, welfare, convenience or betterment of the inhabitants of the Township;


(c)
the amounts to be expended for said purposes or improvements are not unreasonable or exorbitant; and


(d)
the proposal is an efficient and feasible means of providing services for the needs of the inhabitants of the Township and will not create an undue financial burden to be placed upon the Township.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERLIN, COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, AS FOLLOWS:


Section 1.
The application to the New Jersey Local Finance Board is hereby approved, and the Township’s Bond Counsel, Solicitor and Auditor along with other representatives of the Township, are hereby authorized to prepare such application and to represent the Township in matters pertaining thereto.


Section 2.
The Township Clerk is hereby directed to prepare and file a copy of this resolution with the New Jersey Local Finance Board as part of such application.


Section 3.
The New Jersey Local Finance Board is hereby respectfully requested to consider such application and to record its findings, recommendations and/or approvals as provided by the applicable New Jersey law.

Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Councilman McIntosh to adopt Resolution 2010-159. Resolution adopted by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative.
RESOLUTION 2010-160   GRANTING RENEWAL OF SPECIAL RULING ON AN INACTIVE LIQUOR  PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION  LICENSES FOR TIECUT INC.

WHEREAS, the following persons, corporations and individuals have filed applications with the Township of Berlin, County of Camden, New Jersey, for the renewal of Special ruling for an inactive liquor license, for Tiecut Inc. for the year commencing July 1, 2010 and ending June 30, 2011;

WHEREAS, Tiecut Inc. is an inactive or pocket license and has obtained a Special Ruling from the Director of   New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control; and

CONTROL NUMBER
NAME 


T/A________________

0406-33-007-010

Tiecut Inc.


Jimmies & Sooks





595 Route 73 North





W. Berlin, NJ  08091

WHEREAS, the application of the above named individuals or corporations has been examined by the Mayor and Council and has been found to be in proper order; and

WHEREAS, the proper fees have been paid to the Township of Berlin,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Berlin that the licenses be and is hereby granted renewal for Special ruling for Tiecut Inc. Plenary Consumption license, and the Township Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue the new license for the year commencing July 1, 2010 and ending June 30, 2011.

Motion by Councilman McIntosh, second by Councilman DiGangi to adopt Resolution 2010-160. Resolution adopted by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative.
RESOLUTION 2010-161 PAYMENT OF BILL FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

	Resolution 2010-161
	Payment of Bills September 13, 2010
	

	
	
	

	WHEREAS, the Code of the Township of Berlin, Chapter 7-1 et seq., provides
	

	payment of claims after certification by the Treasurer and consideration by
	

	Mayor and Council. 
	
	
	

	NOW,THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
	

	Township of Berlin that the following claims are hereby approved and the
	

	 bills be paid. 
	
	
	

	
	
	

	TO
	ACCOUNT
	    AMOUNT
	

	
	
	

	AWSCC
	Dog Trust
	 $                        480.00 
	

	MGL Printing Solutions
	Dog Trust
	                           428.00 
	

	Township of Berlin
	Planning Board Esc # 229
	                           105.38 
	

	
	Planning Board Esc # 308
	                           184.41 
	

	
	Planning Board Esc # 336
	                           421.52 
	

	
	Planning Board Esc # 342
	                           342.48 
	

	
	Planning Board Esc # 343
	                           395.17 
	

	
	
	

	
	CONFIRMING
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Various Vendors
	See Schedule of Payments Report
	   
	

	 
	  dated 8/31/10 - Current Fund
	 $                   22,694.22 
	

	Various Vendors
	See Schedule of Payments Report
	   
	

	
	  dated 8/31/10 - Sewer Operating
	                        1,645.16 
	

	Treasurer, State of NJ/727 GSPT
	12-201-45-920-2105
	                        5,824.56 
	

	
	12-201-45-930-2105
	                        1,948.34 
	

	State of New Jersey
	01-165-05-010-3000
	                           680.45 
	

	State of New Jersey
	01-201-23-220-2092
	                           783.86 
	

	TD Bank, N.A.
	01-201-45-930-2105
	                      33,270.96 
	

	
	01-170-05-010-3000
	                      16,722.79 
	

	TD Bank, N.A.
	01-201-45-930-2105
	                      36,050.75 
	

	
	01-170-05-010-3000
	                        6,610.51 
	

	Treasurer, State of NJ
	Dog Trust
	                             87.60 
	

	State of New Jersey Health Ben.
	01-201-23-220-2092
	                      45,003.16 
	

	State of New Jersey Health Ben.
	01-201-23-220-2092
	                      17,434.35 
	

	Berlin Township Board of 
	
	
	

	  Education
	01-207-55-020-3000
	                    713,100.00 
	

	A T & T Mobility
	01-201-31-440-2076
	                           773.51 
	

	Verizon Communications
	01-201-20-120-2105
	                           103.49 
	

	Post Master, Cherry Hill
	01-201-20-120-2022
	                           442.19 
	

	DPI Copies, Printing, Graphics
	01-201-20-110-2120
	                           225.00 
	

	Verizon Communications
	01-201-20-120-2105
	                           703.50 
	

	Atlantic City Electric
	01-201-31-435-2075
	                        5,897.00 
	

	 
	01-201-31-435-2071
	                      10,243.94 
	

	Atlantic City Electric
	01-201-31-435-2075
	                           693.97 
	

	Township of Berlin Current Fund
	01-201-20-110-2105
	                           100.00 
	

	State of New Jersey Health Ben.
	01-201-23-220-2092
	                      18,879.40 
	

	State of New Jersey Health Ben.
	01-201-23-220-2092
	                      45,396.85 
	

	Payroll, Current Fund
	8/5/2010
	                      63,552.51 
	

	Payroll, Sewer
	8/5/2010
	                        4,087.54 
	

	Payroll, Current Fund
	8/12/2010
	                      56,880.76 
	

	Payroll Sewer
	8/12/2010
	                        3,100.04 
	

	Payroll, Current Fund
	8/19/2010
	                      60,073.42 
	

	Payroll, Sewer
	8/19/2010
	                        3,100.04 
	

	Payroll, Current Fund
	8/26/2010
	                      77,304.17 
	

	Payroll, Sewer
	8/26/2010
	                        3,100.04 
	

	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Motion by Councilman McIntosh, second by Councilman DiGangi to adopt Resolution 2010-161. Resolution adopted by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative.
RESOLUTION 2010- 162  RESOLUTION TO INTRODUCE THE 2011 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Berlin, County of Camden, New Jersey, that the budget shall constitute appropriations for the purpose stated herein set forth as appropriations and authorization of the amount of $5,086,735.83

For the local tax to be raised by taxation for Municipal Purposes and $137,929.00           for the local tax to be raised by taxation for Municipal Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation and certification to the County Board of Taxation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said budget be published in the Courier Post Newspaper in the issue of October 13, 2010.  The Governing Body of the Township of Berlin does hereby approve the following Budget for the Fiscal Year 2011.  Notice is hereby given that the Budget and Tax Resolution was approved by the Township Council of the Township of Berlin, County of Camden on September 13, 2010.  A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Berlin Township Municipal Hall – A Shared Services Center, 135 Route 73 South, West Berlin, NJ 08091on October 25, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.; at time and place objections to said budget and tax resolution for the fiscal year 2011 may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Motion by Councilman McIntosh, second by Councilman DiGangi to adopt Resolution 2010-162. Resolution adopted by call of the roll, four members present voting in the affirmative one member voting no.
Resolution 2010- 163 of the Township of Berlin Making Application to the Local Finance Board for a Levy Cap Waiver Pursuant to N.J.S.A 40A:4-45.46
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Berlin in the County of Camden desires to make application to the Local Finance Board for its approval of a proposed Levy Cap waiver pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:4-45.46 and,

WHEREAS, the Township of Berlin believes that:

(a) it is in the public interest to accomplish such purpose; and,

(b) the Levy Cap waiver is for the health, wealth, convenience or betterment of the inhabitants of the Township of Berlin; and,

(c) the proposal is an efficient and feasible means of providing services for the needs of the inhabitants of the Township of Berlin and will not create an undue financial burden to be placed upon the Township of Berlin;


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Berlin as follows:

Section 1. The application to the Local Finance Board is hereby approved, and the Chief Financial Officer, along with other representatives of the Township of Berlin are hereby authorized to prepare such application and to represent the Township of Berlin in matters pertaining thereto.

Section 2. The Municipal Clerk of the Township of Berlin is hereby directed to

file a copy of the proposed Levy Cap waiver with the Local Finance Board as part of such application.

Section 3. The Local Finance Board is hereby respectfully requested to consider such application and to record its findings, recommendations and/or approvals as provided by the applicable New Jersey Statute.

Motion by Councilman McIntosh, second by Councilman DiGangi to adopt Resolution 2010-163. Resolution adopted by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative.
RESOLUTION 2010-164 OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERLIN AUTHORIZING CERTAIN LAYOFFS

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey (“State”) is currently confronting a severe fiscal and economic crisis; and

WHEREAS, due to the aforementioned crisis, the State has severely cut funding to all municipalities, including the Township of Berlin (“Township”);

WHEREAS, in order to adopt the budget and, at the same, address these severe budget constraints, there is a need to layoff certain employees and reduce other positions from full-time to part-time; and


WHEREAS, the Township is authorized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:69A-29 to organize and regulate its internal affairs by, inter alia, eliminating employees; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-143, a municipality is authorized to decrease the number of members and officers of its police department if deemed necessary for reasons of economy;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED for the reasons set forth above that the Mayor and Council of the Township of Berlin hereby authorize the layoff of the following employees:                         

                     POLICE

              PUBLIC WORKS



Officer Kirsten West  

   Joshua Shellenberger




Officer Richard Sbarra
              Anthony Olson







    Robert Martin 

                                                                   Edward McKay







    Anthony Schanz

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following cost-cutting measures are hereby approved as follows:

1. The position of Grants Coordinator shall remain vacant effective July 6, 2010;

2. The full-time, 35 hours per week, position of Finance Clerk shall be replaced with an individual working 17.5 hours per week in the Finance Department;

3. The full-time, 35 hours per week, position of Tax / Sewer Clerk, shall spend  17.5 hours per week position in the Tax / Sewer Department:

4. On January 1, 2011, upon retirement of Michael Laginestra, his position, 35 hour per week, as Property Maintenance / Board of Health / Zoning Officer and the Full-time, 35 hours per week, position of the Administration Secretary of Land Use, shall be reduced to one and a half persons sharing the responsibility of those positions;

5. The full-time, 35 hour per week, position of Deputy Court Administrator shall spend 17.5 hours per week position in the Municipal Court Office;

6. The position of Public Works Laborer (Clark) in the Department of  Public Works shall remain vacant: and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the aforesaid layoffs shall be effective as of Wednesday, September 15, 2010, at 12:01 a.m; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the Township of Berlin, is authorized to implement this Resolution and execute any documents necessary in connection therewith.
Motion by Councilman McIntosh, second by Councilman DiGangi to adopt Resolution 2010-164. Resolution adopted by call of the roll, four members present voting in the affirmative one member voting no.

RESOLUTION 2010-165    APPROVING PERSON TO PERSON AND PLACE TO 

PLACE  TRANSFER FOR PLENARY DISTRIBUTION LIQUOR LICENSE FROM TIECUT INC.TO SAHARA SAM’S OASIS ,LLC

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a Person-to-Person and Place-to-Place Transfer of Plenary Retail Distribution License Number 046-33-007-010, heretofore issued to Marc Gelman, Tiecut Inc; and

WHEREAS, the submitted application form by Sahara Sam’s Oasis, LLC is complete in all respects, the transfer fees have been paid and the license has been properly renewed for the current license term; and

WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standard established in Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes, and the regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33;and 

WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase of the license and the license business and all additional financing obtained in connection with the license business: and

WHEREAS, the Chief of Police has conducted an investigation and has not found any information that would disqualify Sahara Sam’s Oasis from taking possession of this liquor license.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Berlin Governing Body does hereby approve the transfer of the aforesaid  Plenary Retail Distribution license to Sahara Sam’s Oasis LLC at the new location at 535 Route 73 North, West Berlin New Jersey and does hereby direct the Township Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership as follows “This license, subject to all its terms and conditions, is hereby transferred to Sahara Sam’s Oasis, LLC at the premises located at  535 Route 73 North, West Berlin New Jersey.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this license approval is subject to the approval of the Planning Board of the Township of Berlin for such land development approvals as the planning Board deems necessary in which case the effective date of this license approval shall be the date upon which the Planning Board approves said land development application should it grant same.

Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Councilman McIntosh to adopt Resolution 2010-165. Resolution adopted by call of the roll, four members present voting in the affirmative one member abstained.

Approval of Business Licenses
1) 9 to 9 Auto Parts and Repairs, Henry Larrea, 115 North Route 

73. Offering a full service auto repair services, sales of auto parts   and accessories for cars. Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Councilman McIntosh to approve business license for 9 to 9 Auto Parts and Repairs. License approved by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative.

2) Beth’s Boutique & Bridal, Janene Hayward, 115 Route 73 North. Retail Boutique Women’s Clothing and Bridal Sales. Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Councilman McIntosh to approve business license for Beth’s Boutique & Bridal. License approved by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative
3) S & P Gas LLC, Ajay Arora, 899 Route 73 North, Gas Station, Conv. Store & Car Wash.  Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Councilman McIntosh to approve business license for S & P Gas LLC. License approved by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative
4) Wrights Flooring Dimensions, Jeffrey Wright, 401 Bloomfield Drive Unit 2. Sales and installations of floor covering. Motion by Council President Morrisi, second by Councilman DiGangi to approve business license for S & P Gas LLC. License approved by call of the roll, five members present voting in the affirmative
APPROVAL OF CORRESPONDENCE CALENDAR FOR JULY
Motion carried by Councilman DiGangi, second by Council President Morris to receive and file the correspondence calendar for July 2010. Motion carried by voice vote, all present voting in the affirmative.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Council McIntosh to receive and file the monthly reports on the consent agenda. Motion carried by voice vote, all present voting in the affirmative.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 2, 2010 MEETING MINUTES

Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Councilman McIntosh to approve the minutes for August 2, 2010. Motion carried by voice vote, five present voting in the affirmative.
ALL OTHER BUSINESS
Mayor Magazzu stated that we are going to reschedule the 100 year anniversary celebration to a later date.

PUBLIC PORTION

Motion by Council President Morris, second by Councilman McIntosh to open the meeting to the public.  Motion carried by voice vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Mayor Magazzu opened the meeting to the public for comments. 

Barbara Cubitt, 362 Thurman Avenue, spoke about the microphone not working correctly.

Councilman DiGangi
 responded that we have a dispute with the company that put the system in that we are trying to resolve.





Cindy Tentarelli, 315 Harrison, commented that the links to the budget on the web page is not working.
Lori Campisano, CFO, replied that you can get copies of the budget at the Clerks Office.
Cindy commented on the amount of time the council had to review the budget and if they could make any changes at this time.
Stuart Platt, Solicitor, replied the budget could be amended.
Terry Hertzberg 202 Lucas Avenue, asked about the selling of properties to offset the Township debt.

Mayor Magazzu stated that we are in the process of doing that now. 
Terry  asked that maybe Mayor and Council should ask what the residents in town think about the budget and spending.
Mary Soard, 216 Pine Avenue spoke about the history in Berlin Township and stated that she would like to continue with the progress of starting a historical society for Berlin Township.
Debra Stellar,367 Thurman Avenue said that you all forget that we voted you in and you should listen to us. The positions that you have all taken was because we voted you in. You are our public servants that need to listen. But you aren’t, we need a change and I hope it comes soon.
Audrey Lightcap, 339 Lincoln Avenue asked Mayor and Council if they were willing to give up their health Benefits to save the police officers. Audrey stated that the cost of health benefits for Mayors and Council is 53,000 dollars. Audrey,  also questioned why did you hire two new police officers in May and then lay them off.
Mayor Magazzu stated that the Chief had spoken to Mayor and Council for stated that he need to replace the officers 
Phil Cubitt 362 Thurman Avenue asked about the phone and PA system still not working and commented about the payment. Phil asked about the police ticket writing and revenues down.

Councilman DiGangi is going to work on correcting the PA system.
Linda Fabrica 149 McCellan Avenue, commented to Mayor and Council for all of their hard work that they have done throughout the years for Berlin Township. Linda stated that she supports the Berlin Township Police Department. Linda asked why the police department is not willing to do anything to save these officers, like other towns. Why aren’t they willing to take a cut.
Mayor Magazzu replied that we made the offer but that was all we could do.

Stuart Platt, Solicitor responded that the had contact the representative for the police department, Mr. O’Brien and asked if the police were willing to take a 15% reduction along with Mayor, Council and other Departments in order to save anyone from being laid off. Mr. O’Brien rejected the offer right then and there. 
Ken Horn 321 Blaine Avenue spoke about the statues for Public Works Director and Engineer. Ken asked if the township is considering hiring an assistant for the Director/ Engineer. Ken also asked why Director/ Engineer his contract is for 10 year.
Stuart Platt, Solicitors responded that he would have to research the Director and Engineer position and contract and get back to the resident.

Jerry Brindley, 387 Cleveland Avenue asked about the Sidewalks on Route 73  and where that money is coming from, if we are having lay offs. 
Mayor Magazzu replied that it is grant money.

Betty Stark 217 Plymouth Avenue asked about the cost on the news letter that is sent out. How much does it cost, and who pays for it.
Faye Tentarelli 336 Harrison complained about the speakers. Faye also spoke about the public workers and how hard they work and that the Town needs them.
Larry Stellar, 367 Thurman Avenue asked about the budget and who made the budget.
Lori Campisano said that she received the information from the Chief and Public Works Director with their cuts. I then put it together with the Mayor on the cuts that the departments heads could not make then I called each Council person and told them the budget was ready for them.
Diana Horan 170 Bethel Avenue asked if we get this waiver will we then re-hire the police that we have just laid off.

Mayor Magazzu replied know it’s not money that we are getting.

Diana asked if this is not approved then are we going to be doing more lay offs
Paul Rowan 103 Haddon Avenue stated that we have no communication. We still don’t know what is going on. I would like to see more things handed out to the public.
Tom Carey 191 Third Avenue, asked about the liquor license for Sahara Sam and how are they allowed to obtain one at a water park.
Catherine Underwood, Township Clerk replied that if Sahara Sam fills out the application and meets all compliances then there is nothing that the Township can do to stop them from getting a licenses.

Trish Smith, 395 Harrison Avenue asked about Tax Assessor raise.
Mayor Magazzu said that was in his contract.

Trish talked about the Mayors salary and the health benefits. Trish stated taking the 8,000 dollars for your benefits, Its about the principal of it.

Ed Deveaux 110 Day Avenue talked about ways to get revenues in the Township with surveillance traffic lights.
Bob Lightcap 339 Lincoln Avenue, talked about the budget and what the departments had to cut. 

Mayor Magazzu responded that the Police Department needed to cut $ 364,000 they cut $133,000 which left them short $231,000. Public Works Department needed to cut $277,000 they cut 253,288 which left them short around $23,000. Administration needed to cut $258,822 which they did and some.
Bob Lightcap asked if Mayor and Council to answer the question if they are willing to give up there health benefits.
Mayor Magazzu no response

Councilman DiGangi responsed no

Councilman McIntosh responded I am willing to give up 20% as long as everyone else is willing.

Mrs. Pinto 193 Third Avenue asked Mayor and Council to go over the Budget again and please don’t layoff the Police Officers.
Dominic Pinto Lester Avenue ,Fire Rescue remarked that to answer the fire rescue calls he gets $2.00 a call and that he does not get any benefits.
Ron Silvestro, spoke about the police contracts
Stuart Platt, Solicitor stated that under the advice of council I am asking Mayor and Council not to respond.
Ron Silvestro stated if Mayor and Council took into consideration of the calls that we will be receiving with Sahara Sam with there liquor license, with being short two officers. Ron also spoke about the health benefits that Mayor and Council get for their part time job. 
Betty Sidero 171 North Avenue stated when her husband lefted the Police  Department he didn’t receive anything.
Kathryn Schmidt 73 Haddon Avenue asked if one of the employee laid off was the Custodian.
Mayor Magazzu replied yes

Gary Sheehan asked Mayor and Council the number of employees that were laid off.
Mayor Council replied two Police Officers and 5 Public Workers.

Ron Silvestro asked how much money was allocated in this budget for legal attorney fees for the contracts with Public Works and Police.
Lori Campisano responded about $35,000.

Ron Silvestro said that Chief Jackson is going for a grant for the two officers if we get that grant will we be bringing back those two Officers.

Mayor Magazzu said that she is not prepared to answer that at this time.

Dean Humphrey 362 Cleveland Avenue commented that we gave up a secretary to part time to save money on the Health benefits and now we are giving up two officers. You Council part time with benefits. Now with Director of Public works is hiring a assistant.

Mayor Magazzu stated that we are not hiring anyone we are promoting within.

362 Cleveland any reduction in the police force we do take it personally. I am not willing to take my husband to be, safety because he didn’t have any back up. 
William Connelly 65 Haddon Avenue you can’t compare percentages from full time employees to part time employees. You all are here to serve the public. 
Sally Fitzgibbons my husband risks his life every day for the safety of this town.

Jim Lex 441 Prospect Avenue asked to look over the budget again and to think outside the box when you do.
Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Councilman McIntosh to close the meeting to public. Motion carried by voice vote, all present voting in the affirmative. Mayor Magazzu closed the meeting to the public.

ADJOURN
Motion by Councilman DiGangi, second by Councilman McIntosh to adjourn the meeting at 9:29 pm. Motion carried by voice vote, all members present voting in the affirmative.

Meeting adjourned 9:29 pm                                   

                                                                ________________________________







   Catherine Underwood, Township Clerk  
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