ORDINANCE 2011-14 OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERLIN, COUNTY OF
CAMDEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 55 OF THE
CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERLIN ENTITLED “DOGS AND OTHER
ANIMALS”

WHEREAS, Chapter 55 of the Code of the Township of Berlin (“Township”)
establishes and sets forth the rules, regulations and requirements for the keeping,
maintaining and licensing of dogs and other animals; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-2, the Township is authorized to make,
amend, repeal and enforce ordinances as it may deem necessary and proper for the good
government, order and protection of persons and property, and for the preservation of the
public health, safety and welfare of the municipality and its inhabitants, and as may be
necessary to carry into effect the powers and duties conferred and imposed by this
subtitle, or by any law; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body is authorized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.12
to fix by ordinance the fee for dog licenses; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has determined that it is in the best interest of
the public health, safety and welfare of the Township and its residents to amend Chapter
55;

NOW THEREFORE, be it Ordained by the Mayor and Township Council of the
Township of Berlin, County of Camden, State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION 1: Article I (“Maintaining and Housing of Animals”) of Chapter 55 of the
Code of the Township of Berlin is hereby amended, revised and supplemented to read as
follows:

§ 55-1. Definitions.

Add the following: “Dog of licensing age” shall mean any dog which has attained
the age of seven months or which possesses a set of permanent teeth.

§ 55-3.7. Animals running-at-large prohibited.

Every person owning, keeping or harboring any animal shall prevent the animal
from running-at-large outside the premises of such person unless the animal is restrained
by a fence, enclosure or leash, nor shall any animals be permitted upon the streets or any
other public ways of the Township of Berlin unless under the immediate control of the
owner or his or her authorized custodian, who is at least twelve (12) years of age. Such
action is declared to be a nuisance and dangerous to the public health, safety and welfare
of the residents of the Township of Berlin.



SECTION 2: Article IT (“Licensing”) of Chapter 55 of the Code of the Township of
Berlin is hereby amended, revised and supplemented to read as follows:

§ 55-4. Licensing.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.2, all dog licenses and registration tags shall be
issued during the month of January.

§55-4.1. Evidence of inoculation with rabies vaccine or certification of
exemption; requirement for license

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.23, no license and official metal registration
tag for any dog shall be issued unless the owner thereof provides evidence that the dog to
be licensed and registered has been inoculated with a rabies vaccine of a type approved
by and administered in accordance with the recommendations of the United States
Department of Agriculture and the United States Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare, or has been certified exempt as provided by regulations of the State Department
of Health. Such vaccination shall be repeated at intervals as provided by regulations of
the State Department of Health, and shall be administered by a duly licensed veterinarian
or by such other veterinarian permitted by law to do the same.

§ 55-4.2. Time for applying for license.

The owner of any newly-acquired dog of licensing age or of any dog which
attains licensing age, shall make application for license and registration tag for such dog
within ten days after such acquisition or age attainment.

§ 55-4.3. Application; contents, preservation of information.

A. An application for a dog license as required under this Article Il shall state the
breed, sex, age, color and markings of the dog for which license and registration are
sought, whether it is of a long-or short-haired variety, whether it has been surgically
debarked or silenced, and the name, street and post-office address of the owner and the
person who shall keep or harbor such dog.

B. The information on the application and the registration number issued for the
dog shall be preserved for a period of three years by the Township Clerk or other local
official designated to license dogs in the Township.

C. The Township Clerk or other local official shall forward to the State
Department of Health and Senior Services each month, on forms furnished by the
Department, an accurate account of registration numbers issued or otherwise disposed of.
Registration numbers shall be issued in the order of the applications.

§55-4.4. Dogs brought into Township.



A. Any person who shall bring or cause to be brought into the Township of
Berlin any dog licensed in another State for the current year, and bearing a registration
tag, and shall keep the same or permit the same to be kept within the Township of Berlin
for a period of more than ninety days, shall immediately apply for a license and
registration tag for each such dog unless such dog is licensed under Section 55-7.

B. Any person who shall bring or cause to be brought into the Township of
Berlin any unlicensed dog and shall keep the same or permit the same to be kept within
the Township of Berlin for a period of more than ten days shall immediately apply for a
license and registration tag for each such dog unless such dog is licensed under Section
55-7.

§ 55-5. License fee.
A -D. [NO CHANGE]

E. The owner of any newly acquired dog of licensing age or of any dog which
attains licensing age shall make application for and procure a license and registration tag
for such dog within 10 days after the acquisition or age attainment. There shall be no
adjustment of the license or registration fee for licenses or registration tags issued and
valid for a fractional portion of the license year.

F. Dogs used as guides for blind persons and dogs specifically trained to assist the
handicapped, commonly known as “Seeing Eye” dogs, shall be licensed and registered as
other dogs hereinbefore provided for, except that the owner or keeper thereof shall not be
required to pay any fee therefor.

8 55-6. Removing tag from dog without owner’s consent; attaching tag
to another dog.

No person, except an officer in the performance of his duties, shall remove a
registration tag from the collar of any dog without the consent of the owner, nor shall any
person attach a registration tag to a dog for which it was not issued.

8 55-7. License for kennel, pet shop or shelter.

A. Any person who keeps or operates or proposes to establish a kennel, a pet
shop, a shelter or a pound shall apply to the Township Clerk or other official designated
to license dogs in the municipality where such establishment is located, for a license
entitling him to keep or operate such establishment.

The application shall describe the premises where the establishment is located or
is proposed to be located, the purpose or purposes for which it is to be maintained, and
shall be accompanied by the written approval of the local municipal and health



authorities showing compliance with the local and State rules and regulations governing
location of and sanitation at such establishments.

B. All licenses issued for a kennel, pet shop, shelter or pound shall state the
purpose for which the establishment is maintained, and all such licenses shall expire on
the last day of June of each year, and be subject to revocation by the Township on
recommendation of the State Department of Health and Senior Services or the local board
of health for failure to comply with the rules and regulations of the State department or
local board governing the same, after the owner has been afforded a hearing by either the
State department or local board, except as provided in subsection C. of this section.

Any person holding such license shall not be required to secure individual
licenses for dogs owned by such licensee and kept at such establishments; such licenses
shall not be transferable to another owner or different premises.

C. The license for a pet shop shall be subject to review by the Township, upon
recommendation by the State Department of Health and Senior Services or the local
health authority for failure by the pet shop to comply with the rules and regulations of the
State department or local health authority governing pet shops or if the pet shop meets the
criteria for recommended suspension or revocation provided under subsection c. or d. of
section 5 of P.L.1999, c. 336 (C.56:8-96), after the owner of the pet shop has been
afforded a hearing pursuant to subsection e. of section 5 of P.L.1999, c. 336 (C.56: 8-96).

The Township, based on the criteria for the recommendation of the local health
authority provided under subsections c. and d. of section 5 of P.L.1999, c. 336 (C.56:8-
96), may suspend the license for 90 days or may revoke the license if it is determined at
the hearing that the pet shop: (1) failed to maintain proper hygiene and exercise
reasonable care in safeguarding the health of animals in its custody or (2) sold a
substantial number of animals that the pet shop knew, or reasonably should have known,
to be unfit for purchase.

D. The Township may issue a license for a pet shop that permits the pet shop to
sell pet supplies for all types of animals, including cats and dogs, and sell animals other
than cats and dogs but restricts the pet shop from selling cats or dogs, or both.

E. Every pet shop licensed pursuant to this Chapter shall submit annually and no
later than May 1 of each year records of the total number of cats and dogs, respectively,
sold by the pet shop each year to the Township, and the Township shall provide this
information to the local health authority.

8 55-8. License fees for kennels and pet shops; no fee for shelter or
pound.

A. The annual license fee for a kennel providing accommodations for ten or
less dogs shall be ten dollars ($10.00), and for more than ten dogs twenty-five dollars
($25.00).



B. The annual license fee for a pet shop shall be ten dollars ($10.00).

C. No fee shall be charged for a shelter or pound.
8 55-9. Kennels, pet shops, shelters or pounds; permitting dogs to go
off premises.

No dog kept in a kennel, pet shop, shelter or pound shall be permitted off such
premises, except on a leash or in a crate or other safe control.

§ 55-10. Dog canvass; report.

The Property Maintenance Officer, when no other person has been appointed by
the Governing Body, shall annually cause a canvass to be made of all dogs owned, kept
or harbored within the limits of the Township of Berlin and shall report, on or before
September 1 of each year, to the Township Clerk, to the local Board of Health and to the
State Department of Health, the result thereof, setting forth in separate columns the
names and addresses of persons owning, keeping or harboring unlicensed dogs, the
number of unlicensed dogs owned, kept or harbored by each of said persons, together
with a complete description of each of said unlicensed dogs.

SECTION 3: The Table of Contents of Chapter 55 shall be amended to add a new
Section 55-4.1 — “Evidence of inoculation with rabies vaccine or certification of
exemption; requirement for license”; Section 55-4.2 — “Time for applying for license”;
Section 55-4.3 — “Application; contents, preservation of information”; Section 55-4.4 —
“Dogs brought into Township”; Section 55-6 — “Removing tag from dog without owner’s
consent; attaching tag to another dog”; Section 55-7 — “License for kennel, pet shop or
shelter”; Section 55-8 — “License fees for kennels and pet shops; no fee for shelter or
pound”; Section 55-9 — “Kennels, pet shops, shelters or pounds; permitting dogs to go off
premises”’; and Section 55-10 — “Dog canvass; report.”

SECTION 4: Except as set forth in Sections 1-3 above, the balance of Chapter 55 shall
not be affected by this Ordinance.

SECTION 5: All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are
hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 6: |If the provisions of any section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision, or
clause of this Ordinance shall be judged invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such
order of judgment shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of any section, subsection,
paragraph, subdivision, or clause of this Ordinance.

SECTION 7: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and
publication in accordance with law.



Introduced: May 23, 2011

Adopted:

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced and passed upon first
reading at a meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Township of Berlin, Camden
County, New Jersey on May 9, 2011 and the same was ordered published pursuant to
statute. Said ordinance will be further considered for final adoption at a meeting of the
Mayor and Council of the Township of Berlin on June 13, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. at the Berlin
Township Municipal Hall, 135 Route 73 South, West Berlin, NJ.

Catherine Underwood
Township Clerk



