
ORDINANCE 2011-15 OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERLIN, COUNTY OF 

CAMDEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 85 OF THE 

CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERLIN ENTITLED “PARKS AND 

RECREATION”  

 

   

WHEREAS, Chapter 85 of the Code of the Township of Berlin (“Township”) 

sets forth the rules and regulations regarding the use of the Township’s parks and athletic 

fields; and  

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:61-5 provides that the body or authority having control 

of any public park, playground or other public place or property in any municipality may 

permit the same or part thereof to be used for athletic purposes or as playgrounds by the 

pupils of the public schools of the municipality and the public generally, subject to such 

reasonable regulations as may be prescribed by the body or authority having control 

thereof; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-1, the Township is authorized to enact 

and amend ordinances related to the management, regulation and control of the finances 

and property of the Township; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-2, the Township is authorized to enact 

such ordinances as deemed necessary and proper for the good government, order and 

protection of persons and property, and for the preservation of the public health, safety 

and welfare of the municipality and its inhabitants;  and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, be it Ordained by the Mayor and Township Council of the 

Township of Berlin, County of Camden, State of New Jersey, as follows:  

     

SECTION 1:   Chapter 85 of the Code of the Township of Berlin is hereby amended, 

revised and supplemented by adding the following new Sections, which shall read as 

follows: 

 

§ 85-1.  Prohibited activities. 

It shall be unlawful for any person in a public park or recreation area or using a 

Township-owned athletic facility or field to:  

 (1) Willfully mark, alter, modify, deface, disfigure, injure, tamper with or displace 

or remove any buildings, bridges, tables, equipment, benches, fireplaces, railings, pavings 

or paving materials, water lines or other public utilities or parts or appurtenances thereof, 

signs, notices or placards, whether temporary or permanent, monuments, stakes, posts, or 

other boundary markers, or other structures or equipment, facilities or park property, 

recreation area and/or Township-owned athletic facility, or any appurtenances 

whatsoever, either real or personal.  



 

§ 85-4.  Permits for special events. 

 

 Permits for special events in parks shall be obtained by application to the Mayor 

and Council, Township of Berlin in accordance with the following procedures:  

 A.  A person seeking issuance of a permit hereunder shall no later than 45 days 

prior to the date of an event file an application with the Township Clerk stating:  

  (1) The name and address of the applicant. 

  (2) The name and address of the person, persons, corporation, or 

associations    sponsoring the activity; if any. 

  (3) The day and hours for which the permit is desired and the estimated 

number of   persons attending the activity. 

  (4) The park or portion thereof for which such permit is desired. 

  (5) A detailed description of the proposed activity or use. 

  (6) Any other information which the Mayor and Council, Township of 

Berlin,   shall find reasonably necessary for a fair determination as to 

whether a permit    should be issued hereunder.  

 B - F.  [NO CHANGE] 

§ 85-4.1. Use of Athletic Fields. 

 A.  Township of Berlin will approve the use of the Township-owned athletic 

fields and courts by various organized sport teams, to schedule the use of the fields and 

courts by such approved teams, and to issue permits therefor. 

 B.  All organizations, including but not limited to the Berlin Township Athletic 

Association, seeking to utilize the Township athletic fields and courts for games and/or 

practice shall submit to the Clerk of the Township of Berlin an application containing the 

following information:  

  (1) Name of team, type of sport, and player roster;  

  (2) Sponsor of team;  

  (3) Schedule of games;  



  (4) Times and dates being requested for use of Township athletic fields 

and courts   for games and/or practice and field or court to be used for each.  

  (5) Proof of comprehensive liability insurance coverage with limits in the 

amount    of $1,000,000.00/$3,000,000.00, as well as proof that the 

Township of Berlin has    been named as an additional insured 

thereunder.  

  (6) Proof of crime bond covering theft of league monies in a bond amount  

   acceptable to the Township. 

  (7) Proof of participant accident and health insurance coverage which will 

provide   medical coverage if no personal health insurance is available with 

limits of    coverage acceptable to the Township. 

  (8) Proof of directors and officers insurance with limits of coverage 

acceptable to    the Township. 

 C.  The Township of Berlin shall determine whether the team shall be granted 

approval for use of the Township-owned athletic fields, courts and equipment for games 

and/or practice and issue a permit therefor.   The Mayor and Council shall have the 

authority to revoke a permit for use of the fields, courts and equipment to any Berlin 

Township Athletic Association team or non-Berlin Township Athletic Association team 

upon a finding of a violation of any rule or ordinance, or upon good cause.  

 D.  The policy and procedures to be utilized by the Township of Berlin for 

scheduling and other issues shall be determined as set forth in this Chapter. 

 E.  [NO CHANGE] 

 F.  All teams using the athletic fields, courts and/or equipment for games and/or 

practice shall be required to keep the field, court and/or equipment in the same condition 

following a game or practice as it was prior to the game or practice. 

 G.  There shall be no assignment or transfer of any permits issued pursuant to this 

Section to any other entity. 

 H.  Any violation of this Section shall be enforced in accordance with the 

provisions of this Chapter. 

§ 85-4.2. Priority of use. 

 A.  The Township of Berlin finds and declares that it is necessary to allocate the 

priority of use of athletic facilities within the Township to the Berlin Township Athletic 

Association. The Berlin Township Athletic Association has been established to benefit its 

residents and teach its youth the basic skills of organized team sports as well as provide 



an emphasis on good sportsmanship. It is not the public policy of the Township of Berlin 

to deny any member of the public the right to utilize any athletic facilities within the 

Township; however, the Township of Berlin finds that it is in the best interest of the 

Township to allocate priority of use of the athletic facilities to the Berlin Township 

Athletic Association, subject to the following:  

  1.  In order to be eligible for priority of use, at least fifty-one percent 

(51%) of the   players on each sports team affiliated with the Berlin Township 

Athletic     Association must be a resident of the Township of 

Berlin, and no more than    twenty percent (20%) of the players of the 

Berlin Township Athletic Association    can be non-residents unless a 

written waiver request for this requirement is made    to the Mayor and 

Township Council which said waiver shall only be granted for    good 

cause.  

  2.  The Berlin Township Athletic Association shall supply the Township 

with (a)    the names and addresses of all players for each team; (b) a 

true and correct    copy of the Berlin Township Athletic Association 

registration form for each    player; and (c) notify the Township in 

writing, immediately, of any and all roster    changes.   

 B.  Any organization or group of individuals other than those sponsored by or 

affiliated with the Berlin Township Athletic Association who desire to utilize athletic 

facilities under the control of the Township for sporting activities must apply for and 

receive approval from the Mayor and Township Council. Applications shall be made on a 

form available from the Township Clerk.  Upon meeting the requirements set forth in this 

Chapter, a permit shall be granted on an as available basis, taking into account the 

priority of the predetermined schedules of the Berlin Township Athletic Association. 

§ 85-7.  Violations and penalties. 

 A.  [NO CHANGE] 

 B.  [NO CHANGE] 

 C.  Any person violating any of the other provisions of this Chapter, or any rule or 

regulation promulgated pursuant hereto, shall upon conviction be subject to the 

replacement, repair or restoration of any damaged park property, athletic field or 

equipment, and shall be subject to a fine up to $1,000, and, in default of payment thereof, 

may be sentenced to imprisonment in the county jail for a period not exceeding 30 days. 

SECTION 2:  The Table of Contents of Chapter 5 shall be amended to add a new 

“Section 85-4.2 – Priority of Use.” 

 

SECTION 3:  Except as set forth in Sections 1-2 above, the balance of Chapter 85 shall 

not be affected by this Ordinance. 



 

SECTION 4:  All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are 

hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

SECTION 5:  If the provisions of any section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision, or 

clause of this Ordinance shall be judged invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 

order of judgment shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of any section, subsection, 

paragraph, subdivision, or clause of this Ordinance.        

 

SECTION 6:  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and 

publication in accordance with law.   

 

 

Introduced: May 23, 2011 

 

Adopted: 

 

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced and passed upon first 

reading at a meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Township of Berlin, Camden 

County, New Jersey on May 9, 2011 and the same was ordered published pursuant to 

statute.  Said ordinance will be further considered for final adoption at a meeting of the 

Mayor and Council of the Township of Berlin on June 13, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. at the Berlin 

Township Municipal Hall, 135 Route 73 South, West Berlin, NJ. 

 

Catherine Underwood 

Township Clerk 

 


