
Berlin Township receives 100 percent of our State Aid, “A” bond rating, 
Emergency Management up-dates, recipient of Eagle Scout Project

As Mayor, it gives me a great sense of satisfaction and pride when our town is publicly recognized 
for outstanding projects, programs and practices. Over the past several months we have had 
several recognitions I would like to announce.

As many of you are aware, the State introduced the Best Practices Initiative to its 566 
municipalities several years ago as part of its reform efforts to make government operate more 
efficiently, strengthen its accountability, and better manage scarce taxpayers’ resources.  I am 
excited to announce, that based on our score, Berlin Township has received 100% of our State 
Aid for 2013.   To accomplish this, the town works very diligently to implement the many new 
requirements the State has imposed on our town.  This team effort among the Governing Body, 
Department Heads and township employees has made it possible to be one of the few towns to 
receive 100% of their State Aid for which we are very thankful.

Additionally, as seen in the newspapers, while other towns have had their bond ratings 
downgraded, Berlin Township’s rating was upgraded two years ago and we were just informed 
that we have continued to keep that rating.  We have been given an “A” bond rating from 
Standard and Poors!  This clearly shows our financial management and long-term debt structure 
is strong and in this time of credit crunches, our short, medium and long term fiscal planning has 
resulted in savings to our taxpayers.

I am also very excited to announce Berlin Township’s new Emergency Management Coordinator, 
Michael (Bones) Schaffer and Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator, Dominic Pinto.  
Both are experienced fire fighters and assets to our community.  The state law requires every 
municipality to have a state approved Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) and to appoint a 
Coordinator.  They, along with the Emergency Management Committee, made of members 
of Berlin Township Governing body, Police, Fire, Ambulance and school are responsible to 
coordinate activities to mitigate, prepare for, respond to, and recover from disasters. One of 
Mike’s first tasks was his organization of a Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
training.  The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program educates the students 
about disaster preparedness for hazards that may impact their area and trains them in basic 
disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster 
medical operations. About 10 residents from Berlin Township, along with Mayor and Council 
successfully completed the course and are certified.  Additionally, Mike organized and oversaw 
a Hurricane Preparedness Day this past summer in conjunction with the Camden County Office 
of Emergency Management, Berlin Township Police, West Berlin Fire-Rescue and Berlin EMS.  
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Mayor and Council pictured 
with David and Jim Latimer in 
front of the Berlin Township 
Municipal Building. David 
and his volunteers landscaped 
the Municipal Building and 
restored Robert T Clyde Park to 
complete is Eagle Scout Project. 
- Congrats to David Latimer on 
the outstanding landscaping 
job he completed at the Berlin 
Township Municipal Hall! His 
work and the leadership qualities 
he displayed on this project have 
definitely helped him achieve 
the rank of  Eagle Scout!!

The event was sponsored by and held at the Berlin Township Home Depot and a good day was head by all who attended. 

I have saved our best news for last.  Berlin Township has been very fortunate to be the recipient of a Boy Scout Eagle 
Project.  The timing and the project was such a great fit for our town.  One of the finishing touches for our new Shared 
Services Municipal Hall was the addition of several landscaped areas on our complex.   David Latimer had chosen the 
landscaping of our Municipal Hall as his Eagle Scout project.  The Eagle Scout Service Project, or more simply the Eagle 
Scout Project, is an opportunity for a Boy Scout, to demonstrate leadership of others while performing a project for the 
benefit of their community. This is the culmination of David’s leadership training, and it required a significant effort on his 
part.  I am so proud of David and the professional job he accomplished for our town!!!  He approached Dambly’s Nursery 
which donated all the mulch and supplied the shrubs for cost.  David’s efforts have enabled the town to save thousands of 
dollars!   Thank you David and the Latimer family for a job well done!!!!

In closing, we realize any success is possible as we work with a respectful and cooperative team of elected officials 
who enjoy serving one of the best little communities in all of New Jersey.  During these tough economic times and very 
restrictive budgets, it’s more important than ever to “think outside the box” to do more with less.  November is a month 
to be grateful for many things, including family and friends, great schools, and the community in which we live.  Berlin 
Township is truly exceptional in all these ways, this is why I’m so proud to not only be Mayor of Berlin Township, but 
also a resident.

Mayor Phyllis Magazzu

MAYOR’S MESSAGE CONT. Township resident Boy Scout landscapes Municipal Building for Eagle Project
 Township resident and Troop 251 Life Scout, David 
Latimer, had a vision to landscape and beautify the 
area around the Berlin Township Municipal Building 
and Robert T Clyde Park on Day Avenue. He passes 
the building everyday on his way to Overbrook HS, 
where he is in his senior year. He decided it would be 
a great idea to give back to his community by making 
this his Eagle Scout service project. He had been 
thinking about it for over a year, but in June he finally 
began to bring his vision to life. He contacted and 
met with Mayor Phyllis Magazzu and Public Works 
Director Chuck Riebel to discuss the feasibility and 
potential scope of the project. With ideas and artist 
renditions in hand, he began the planning process for 
the project proposal. He determined what type and 
how many shrubs would be needed, as well as where 

they would be planted. He also calculated the amount of mulch he would need, both for the plantings at the Municipal 
Building  and the landscaped entrance of Clyde Park, which he planned to renovate. The proposal planning included 
project costs and manpower requirements, as well as possible sources of donations. His project received final approvals 
from the Mayor, his Troop leadership and the BSA local council in July, allowing him to really get the project underway. 

Four weeks of intensive planning followed. Donations of mulch and srubs were secured from Dambly’s Garden Center, 
which saved the Township over 5,000 on it’s projected cost for landscaping materials. In addition, two local pizzerias, 
King of Pizza and Roma’s Pizza, made generous donations to feed the volunteers on the work days. Volunteers were 
recruited from his Boy Scout troop as well as friends and family, and the work days were scheduled for early September. 
With the delivery of 20 cubic yards of mulch and over85 shrubs from Dambly’s, the project got underway on Saturday, 
September 7. Over the next two days, 27 youth and adult volunteers contributed over 220 man-hours of work to complete 
the project, restoring and beautifying both the park entrance and the municipal building. As Mayor Magazzu commented, 
“It really makes the building feel complete.”

The Mayor, Council and residents of Berlin Township would like to recognize and appreciate the hard work that David 
and his volunteers contributed to help improve our Township. The landscaping has been long awaited, and truly provides 
the finishing touch for our Township’s Municipal Building. 

Before and After the Beautification and Restoration of the Municipal Building 
and Robert T Clyde Park



Congratulations to the newest members 
of the Camden County CERT team 
(Community Emergency Response Team). 
There were 10 students from the Berlin 
Township area who completed the training. 
All participants were great students; your 
enthusiasm and willingness to learn 
was refreshing to see. Also among these 
students were Mayor Phyllis Magazzu and 
the Council of Berlin Township. It is good 
to see the important figures in the township 
getting trained and involved in order to be 
better able to serve their residents should 
the need ever arise. Thank you for your 
support and we look forward to working 
with you all again soon.

Berlin Township OEM Coordinator Michael Bones Schaffer 
accepts a proclamation from Mayor Phyllis Jeffries Magazzu to 
recognize September as National Preparedness Month - great 
job Bones and all of our Emergency Management Professionals 
for all you do to keep us safe!!

Congrats to the one and only Michael “Bones” Schaffer 
- our new Emergency Management Coordinator in Berlin 
Township! Bones is a true seasoned professional in the 
fire service and emergency management field and we’re 
looking forward to his new role within the community

Left: Hurricane Preparedness Event a success 
in Berlin Township! Thanks to our Emergency 
Management folks from Berlin Township and 
Camden County, our Police, Fire and EMS 
and especially the staff and management at 
The Home Depot. Pictured Council President 
Christopher Morris and Councilwoman Marion 
Bodanza, Berlin Township EMC / Deputy Fire 
Chief Bones Schaffer, Canden County EMC 
Sam Spino, Berlin Boro EMC Richard Crain, 
Berlin Twp Police Sgt. Gary Sheehan, West 
Berlin Fire-Rescue Asst Chief George Bundick, 
Lt Nick Sweeney and President Addison 
Reader.

Above: Congrats to our other newly promoted Lieutenant Louis 
Siderio. Lou is a top notch law enforcement professional. There’s 
no doubt his father was looking down and smiling in approval 
as Mayor Phyllis Jeffries Magazzu swore in Louis to his new 
position! His mother was in the audience and was glowing with 
pride on her sons accomplishment.

Together as a Community......

Right: Congrats to Dominic Pinto (bright yellow 
shirt) upon your appointment as our Deputy 
Emergency Management Coordinator.  Dominic 
is a life long resident and a member of our Fire 
Department.  His knowledge and practical 
experience will benefit us all in the event of an 
emergency.

Left: Berlin Township recognizes Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 7th Grade for Spring School Clean 
up. 

Above: Congrats to our new Chief of Police, 
Lenny Check, our new Lieutenant Tony 
McVeigh as well as Lieutenant Louis Siderio 
who are pictured here with Mayor Magazzu and 
Council Members along with their colleagues 
in our Police Department.  Mayor and Council 
recognized them and honored their service and 
accomplishments during Police Appreciation 
Week!!  Thanks for keeping us safe in Berlin 
Township!!



Above: Congrats to all the winners/contestants in this years 
Miss ICCA Pageant (Miss Berlin Twp / Boro). Crowned Miss 
ICCA for 2013 is Amanda Miller, First Runner Up is Angel 
Smarra and 2nd Runner Up is Mackenzie Hall. Also, pictured 
Council President Christopher Morris and Councilwoman 
Marion Bodanza.

Above: 2012 Miss ICCA Kait Madara pictured 
with Council President Christopher Morris and 
Councilwoman Marion Bodanza.

To the businesses and residents of Berlin Township…….

The Inter-Community Celebration Association would like to 
extend a big THANK YOU to everyone who lives and works 
in this town.   This goes for the residents, the businesses, the 
Public Works department, the Municipal Office employees, and 
the Police/Fire departments.  

The events that occur on the 4th of July take a large amount 
of planning and cooperation not only between our committee 
members but we also have to work with our suppliers, local 
governments and the Camden County Parks department.  As a 
matter of fact we are already discussing plans for 2014.

As a committee we need your feedback telling us that you like 
what we are doing.  The monetary donations show your support 
but we need to know too.  Our committee is a small one with 
plenty of jobs.  I have been involved with various aspects of this 
celebration going on 20 years now.  I have seen people come and 
people go. However, now we are in need of volunteers to bring 
in fresh ideas and talents.  Our parade and fireworks are great 
traditions that need to be kept alive and new.   There is always 
room for improvement.

If you are interested in volunteering or have any comments 
please email us at iccageneralacct4@gmail.com or write to me 
at the following:  Kathy Pantano, ICCA, P.O. Box 488, Berlin, 
NJ 08009.

Above: Great job this past year Miss ICCA Kait Madara 
you represented Berlin Township and Berlin Borough 
well and made us proud! Good luck as you pass the 
crown to the next Miss ICCA and in all your future 
endeavors. Pictured  Chistopher Morris with Berlin 
Borough Mayor John Armano and Kait in front of West 
Berlin Fire-Rescue right before the 66th Annual Parade 
stepped off.

Inter-Community Celebration Association (ICCA)

Above: Another awesome 4th of July!  Thanks to all who 
helped make it a success.  Special thanks to ICCA President 
Kathy Pantano (white shirt) for her efforts and the efforts 
of all the individuals on the ICCA committee.  Pictured 
are Council President Morris, Mayor Magazzu, ICCA 
President Pantano and Councilwoman Bodanza.

Above: Congrats to all of the Winners of the Little 
Miss ICCA pictured with Council President Morris 
and Councilwoman Bodanza.

Left: 2013 Winner of the Most Patriotic House 
Award goes to Bob and Debbie Bray, 61 Haddon 
Avenue!  Thank you guys for so proudly 
displaying the red, white and blue on the 4th of 
July!  We also say thanks for your continuing 
efforts to maintain the Veterans Memorial Park 
across from your home on Haddon Avenue - it 
always looks so great!

Right: Memorial Day 2013 at Veteran’s Park in Berlin Township. 
Mayor Magazzu and Council President Christopher Morris presented 
the VFW with a Proclamation and made some remarks on behalf of a 
grateful community for the service and sacrifices of the brave men and 
women that have served and continue to serve with pride and honor - 
THANK YOU for all you do!!



Berlin Township Clean Up Day - Saturday October 5, 2013

Above: Congrats to the 2013 Graduating Class of the Dwight D. Eisenhower (DDE) School.  As part of their graduation 
activities, the kids enjoyed some cool music and dancing as well as refreshments making it a fun filled evening at our Senior 
Hall on Pine Avenue.  Mayor Magazzu and Council President Morris were invited to stop by and congratulate the kids and 
wish them well.

Left: Saint John’s Church on Fairview Avenue 
recently installed a new Pastor, the Reverend 
Dr. Stafford Miller (light blue shirt) and held a 
pastoral and community breakfast.  Pictured are 
Council President Morris, Councilman McIntosh, 
Pastor Miller and Pastor Malcolm Guyton from 
the Freedom Temple AME in Gibbsboro.

Right: Long time Berlin Township resident and 
Deacon at the Green Grove Baptist Church, 
Samuel David Sykes was recently elevated to the 
position of Minister at Green Grove.  Pictured with 
Sam (left to right) Councilman Jerome McIntosh, 
Council President Chris Morris, Councilwoman 
Marion Bodanza, Minister Sykes, Pastor of Green 
Grove, George E. Holland, Sr and our Chief of 
Police Lenny Check.

A true success! A huge thank you to everyone that “Pitched In”!



POLICE DEPARTMENT 
School/Children Safety- The Berlin Twp. Police Department would like to send a reminder to the 
motoring public to help ensure the safety of our children.  School is back in session and the pedestrian 
traffic around the areas of the schools is heavy once again.  Be on the lookout for the crossing guards, 
teachers, and pedestrians in the cross walk walking to and from school.  Our children are our most prized 
possessions so please contribute to their safety.

Speeding- There has been several complaints about the motoring public speeding on the residential 
roadways.  The police department has conducted surveys and continues to enforce the speed limit on a daily 
basis.  The enforcement and surveys have found a lot of the operator’s of the motor vehicles speeding are 
often residents within the neighborhood.  Some of the most commonly complained about streets are Fairview 
Avenue, Grove Avenue, Minck Avenue, Lester Avenue, and Franklin Avenue.  The speed limit for all of the 
above streets listed is 25 MPH.  Please watch your speed.

Halloween Safety-During Halloween, parents and children flood our streets as pedestrians to enjoy the spirit 
of Trick-or-Treating.  Please remember to walk in groups, wear bright colors if possible, and please look both 
ways before crossing the street.  Our vision is often limited due to masks worn, so please take an extra second 
and be sure of your surroundings before stepping into the street.

Suspicious Persons-the police department’s greatest asset is the people within it’s own community.  If you see 
any suspicious people or vehicles,  call 911.  Do not approach the person or vehicle yourself.  Let the police 
respond and investigate as to why they are in your neighborhood.  Your call often assists the police department 
solving crimes and keeping the community safe.

Motor Vehicle Burglaries-Parked motor vehicles are often targeted by thieves.  As a reminder, please lock 
the doors to your vehicles and keep any valuables or electronics out of site as they often present a crime of 
opportunity for thieves.  If you find that you are a victim of a vehicle burglary,  please phone police before you 
go into your vehicle.  This will help police secure potential evidence and help increase the chance of catching 
the thief.

“INCASE” system-“INCASE” stands for In Case of an Emergency.  New technology utilizes a bar code sticker 
that is affixed to a residence or business and allows responding Officers to obtain secured information through 
the use of their smart phone.  This information is obtained in emergency cases only.  There is a onetime fee 
of only $6.00.  If you would like to participate in the service just fill out a small card at the Berlin Twp. Clerk’s 
Office and you will be added immediately.  You can also visit (theincase.com) for more information.

New Hire- Lastly, the Berlin Twp. Police would like to congratulate Shawn Park on his recent appointment 
to the department.  Shawn is a lifelong resident of the Twp. of Berlin and a graduate of Rutgers.  Shawn 
excelled during the interview process and is excited to soon patrol the streets where he grew up.  Shawn 
is currently attending the police academy with graduation expected in January 2014. Congratulations 
Shawn!

D.A.R.E. Clothing Donations- that if you are donating slightly used clothing please use our DARE 
bins.  The funds obtained will help our DARE program.  The bins are located in the rear lot of the 
Municipal building, Public works on Edgewood ave. and Pine ave near the Ball fields.

  Our members we would like to extend our sincere thanks to all of the residents and local 
businesses as well as our Mayor and Council members for their continued support in 2013.

From January 1st 2013 thru October 1st 2013 our department was dispatched to a total of 1,733 emergency 
calls. There were 615 in Berlin Township, 799 in Berlin Borough and an additional 319 mutual aid calls to 
the surrounding communities.

Our department took part in many activities during the year including “fire prevention” activities, Home 
Depot’s annual safety day, the annual 4th of July parade and festivities in the Berlin Park. We also continued 
work with the Zone 4 Police Tactical Team when requested.

We continue to offer community CPR training and safety awareness classes for our residents and businesses, 
additional information maybe obtained by calling us at (856) 753-0808.

Our Officers for 2013

Captain: Lou DeMarco
Assistant Captain: Craig Fallstick
Lieutenant: Jennifer Somers
President: Craig Fallstick 
Vice President: Anna Behnke
Secretary: Cyndi Oberle
Fin. Secretary: Joan Madara

We have not forgotten our troops, have you? Thank you 
for all you continue to do for us, and come home soon!



Take “Notes”!

Fall Leaf Collection
 

Concrete Collection

Every other Friday, broken concrete is collected. The 
broken concrete pieces must be placed in containers 
with secure handles and not exceeding 50 pounds. 
We request that you limit the number of containers, at 
one collection. To a reasonable amount to make the 
collection process more efficient please  contact the 
Township hotline at 856-767-1854, extension 246 and 
leave a message with your address, at the begining 
of the week of collection, so we can ensure that the 
concrete is collected by the Public Works Department.

Sanitary Sewer

Please locate the cleanouts for your sewer lateral and 
replace all broken caps.

Please do not pour grease down the drains or toilets. 
Please discard cooled grease and food scraps into the 
trash container for recycling.

SNOW

Please park your vehicle off the street, when any 
snowfall or ice storm is forcasted, to allow for 
the PWD to perform the necessary removal and/
or treatment. Attempt to wait until the roadway 
is cleared before clearing your driveway to avoid 
being plowed back into your cleared driveway. 
 Please do not place snow, which has been 
removed from your driveway and sidewalk, into the 
street. 
 Residents are required to remove snow and 
ice from the sidewalk and gutter, along the street 
frontage of the property, within 12 hours of daylight, 
after the cessation of the snowfall.

Electronics Recycling

The Township, currently collects computers, laptops, 
keyboards, mice, monitors, printers, modems, laxes, 
scanners, VCRs, DVD players, tape players, Tvs, radios, 
stereo equipment, typewriters, answering machines and 
telephones. These items are, then, taken to the Tab Group, 
a local company where the items are recycled. At this time, 
the TAB Group is not charging the Township for those items, 
which are delivered by the Public Works Department. It 
is improtant that the items  remain in tact. Monitors, with 
broken screens cannot be collected and recycled. To 
reduce theft and damages of these items, which have been 
placed at the curbside, by scavangers, we are considering 
a community drop off are or event, in the future

ANY CHANGES.......

WWW. BERLINTWP.COM 
TOWNSHIP CALENDAR, 
THE INSTANT ALERT 
PROGRAM, AND 
THE INFORMATION 
HOTLINE WILL HAVE 
ANY SCHEDULE CHANGES REGARDING TRASH AND OR 
COLLECTION EVENTS.  PLEASE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
THESE RESOURCES TO STAY NOTIFIED, WE DO OUR 
BEST TO KEEP YOU INFORMED!

Simply the Best!! The Berlin Township 
Public Works Department takes care 
of us day in and day out, rain, sleet, 
snow, thunder snow, you name it - they 
are there - which is why Mayor Phyllis 
Jeffries Magazzu and Township Council 
honored them as part of National Public 
Works Week!! Keep up the great work 
fellas!!

New Township Banners!
If have not already noticed new banners have been erected along 
Haddon and Walker Avenues. We have new Fall, Winter, Spring, 
Summer, and 4th of July banners that will be rotated with the change 
of the seasons. All of this has been made possible by your local 
businesses sponsorships.

Honoring National 
Public Works Week 

Receptacles/Containers

Please keep in mind that trash receptacles/containers 
cannot exceed 40 gallons and must have durable 
handles and covered with a lid. The weight of the 
containers and contents cannot exceed 50 pounds. 

 Please use the Township issued 20 gallon 
recycling container for your recyclables. if you need 
a recycling container please call 856-767-1854, 
extension 227 or leave a message. We will deliver the 
recycling container to your residence.

Week of Oct. 28  Tuesday’s Route
Week of Nov. 4   Tuesday’s Route
Week of Nov 11  No Collection on Monday, Tues-Fri- Wednesday’s Route
Week of Nov.18  Thursday’s Route
Week of Nov 25  Mon- Wed- Tuesday’s Route. No collection Thurs & Fri
Week of Dec 2    Mon- Wed-Tuesday’s Route, Thurs and Fri- Thursday’s Route
Week of Dec 9   Thursday’s Route
Week of Dec 16  All routes
This anticipated schedule may vary due to weather conditions, operational 
difficulties and the volume of matereal to be collected. Please visit www.
berlintwp.com/calendar.html for any changes.

Please place leave behind the curb/
edge of pavement, in loose piles, 
directly behind the curb/edge of 
pavement, NOT IN THE STREET, 
prior to the anticipated collection 
period for your area. Please keep 
branches and other foriegn materials 
out of the leaf piles. Please do not 
park your vehicles in front  of the leaf 
piles during the collection period.We 
anticipate several rounds, throughout 
the Township, typically (weather 
permitting) up until mid December.



“Season of Giving Holiday Food Drive” 

In these tough economic times, it is more important than ever for 
those that are blessed to help those neighbors in need.  That is why 
Berlin Township Mayor and Council along with Berlin Township 
Police, West Berlin Fire Department, Berlin Ambulance and 
Berlin Township PEACE are happy to announce our 2nd annual 
“Season of Giving  Holiday Food Drive” to help our neighbors 
in need.   

Berlin Township Mayor and Council with the help and 
cooperation of the Police, Fire, Ambulance and PEACE are all 
working together to help raise awareness in our community and 
for everyone to come together and help those Berlin Township 
residents who could use a helping hand. 

While we enjoy the many events, concerts, and programs of the 
season, let’s not forget that there are many less fortunate families 

throughout Berlin Township that need special help each and every day, not just during the holidays.   
With the ever rising unemployment rate comes the increased need for food for both people and animals. 
Please help make this holiday season a joyful one for those in need. If you have non-perishable food, 
baby food, and/or pet food and want to donate, we will be taking donations between October 19, 2013 
and December 6, 2013.  We will be collecting every Saturday and Sunday street by street in Berlin 
Township for your convenience.   Place your donation in a bag at your curb side.   We will make every 
effort to hit each street in our town every weekend.  Along with the curb side collection, West Berlin 
Fire Department will be collecting every Sunday between the hours of 11:00 a.m.. to 1:00 p.m. in the 
parking lot of Home Depot.   Donations can also be dropped off during working hours at either Berlin 
Township School or the Berlin Township Municipal Building.   We will have designated drop-offs 
throughout town that will be listed and updated on our Municipal website.   Your donations will help 
brighten someone’s holiday and we appreciate your generosity.
  
I would like to once again encourage our always generous Township residents to donate a can… or 
two… or three… of non-perishable foods or baby products to help neighbors and families experience 
a healthier and happier holiday.
  
Everyone coming together to help neighbors in need one donation at a time
  
If you have any questions about the food drive or would be willing to donate some of your time, please 
give me a call.   Phyllis,   856-207-8484

All donations will be distributed to the 
Township Schools and Churches!



Our newsletter is proudly designed in house and then sent 
out for reproduction to the lowest bidder which has proven 

to drastically reduce the cost while enabling us to have 
a good quality informative communication tool for the 

residents of our great little town!!


