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Dear Residents,

As many of you know, on November 7,
2006, without notice, part of the roof struc-
ture of the Township’s municipal building
collapsed into the main hallway of the sec-
ond floor. The municipal building was ap-
proximately one hundred years old at the
time of the collapse. The building was con-
demned immediately and the Township’s
departments had to relocate to other build-
ings and rented trailers. The Township’s
Engineer prepared a preliminary report on
the costs to repair the now condemned
municipal building to the Mayor and Town-
ship Council. The Mayor and Township
Council decided that based on the cost and
the age of the condemned municipal build-
ing, reconstruction would not be the most
cost efficient option. As a result, the con-
demned municipal building was demolished
in September 2007 and, for the past two
and a half years, the Township has been
forced to operate out of rental trailers, which
has had a negative impact on the ability of
the Township employees to carry out nec-
essary services for the residents of the
Township.

In the Fall of 2007, and after an exten-
sive qualifications review and interviews,
Mayor and Council commissioned Garrison
Architects of Mt. Laurel, to study the feasi-
bility of several alternate solutions to our
facility needs.

Alternate options included analysis of
site locations, building configurations, ex-
pansion potential, joint use with the school
district and adaptive reuse of existing facili-

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

ties. In particular, the study evaluated the
expansion of the Bate Avenue site, a site on
Mt. Vernon Avenue adjacent to the Elemen-
tary School, in an effort to consider shared
services that was requested by the school.
The former Gordon’s Furniture store site on
Route 73, which has been vacant for the
last 4 years and has been an eye sore to
our community.

Criteria for evaluation of alternate
schemes included site accessibility, site
circulation, site ownership, environmental
impacts, parcel size and configuration,
availability of utilities, proximity to the town
center, site visibility/civic image, land use
compatibility and ease of approvals. In addi-
tion, the Township’s Architect was asked to
create a shared services center and con-
sider surrounding community service needs
within our new planned facility. Finally, capi-
tol and operating costs were reviewed with
considerations for recapturing outsourced
educational services for special education
and consolidation of administration or li-
brary.

In addition, the Township and neighbor-
ing Borough explored the possibility of shar-
ing one facility. In an effort to save tax
payer's money by jointly sharing core facili-
ties; i.e. courtrooms, holding cells, bath-
rooms, since both towns are in need of a
new municipal hall. Unfortunately, Berlin
Borough rejected the concept.

After a year of due diligence, the Town-
ship ultimately decided to move forward
with the purchase of the former Gordon'’s
Furniture store and the surrounding prop-
erty. This decision was based in part on the

Township Architect’s report submitted in
early 2008 that stated the furniture store
property was the most visible, expandable,
cost effective option that was also free of
residential traffic concerns.

Initially, the owner of the vacant former
Gordon’s Furniture store sought a price in
excess of the properties appraised value.
However, over time and due to the current
economic conditions, the Township was
able to purchase the property well below
the appraised value. At this reduced price,
the Township feels it is in the best interest
of its residents to move forward with the
purchase and develop the property for a
new municipal shared services center.

Please feel free to contact us if you
have any additional questions, or come out
to one of our bi-monthly council meetings.
Your comments and concerns are always
welcome. Thank YOU for making Berlin
Township such a great place to live, work
and play.

Now is a good time to build...

e Construction Costs are favorable due
to the economy’s recession

e Financing the Township’s minimal
debt allows for this opportunity

e Seeking Federal Stimulus dollars to
offset the financial impact on our com-
munity

* New Rateables are on the horizon

o Able to consolidate all facilities under
one roof
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FORMER GORDON’S FURNITURE SITE—Route 73 & Day Avenue

The one-story 29,000 SF former Gordon’s Furniture building will be reno-
vated and reconfigured for a new municipal shared service center. The site pro-
vides excellent access from Route 73 as well as Day Avenue. The site allows for
ample parking and a drive-up window for tax collections and a new police station.

Primary functions for this $7.95 M solution, which includes all project costs:
land procurement, A/E services, legal, contingency, furniture, equipment, etc..,
are municipal administration, courts and court room facilities, police department,
and room for shared services and possible consolidation.

The construction is scheduled to commence in late spring of this year and
will be completed within a 12 month period.

In an effort to reduce the immediate financial impact to our residents and in
light of our economic conditions, short term financing will be used, which will
mean no impact to our residents for the first two years. After the first two years,
the estimated tax increase will be approximately $140 per year for the average
home. This estimated exercise does not factor in any offsets from Stimulus dol-
lars or cost savings from such a favorable competitive bidding environment.




Police Department Updates

Berlin Township

“Stop in the station
and pick up your free

gunlock.”

Berlin Township Youth Academy

The Berlin Township Police Department is sponsoring a first ever Youth Police Academy
this summer. Township residents between the ages of 13 and 16 are invited to apply to partici-
pate in the program that will focus on discipline, teamwork and other areas of law enforcement.
The Youth Academy will run from August 17" through August 22™. Contact Patrolman Edwin
Gramley at 767-5878, ext 674 for more details and an application.

Congratulations!

After twenty-five years of service to the ‘Qv
residents of Berlin Township, Police Secre- }‘
tary Sue Carlino will be retiring. Sue has
been an important member of the police de-
partment for many years and she will be
greatly missed. Congratulations and enjoy
your retirement Sue.

Grants

In the last year the Berlin Township Police have been the recipients of numerous grants.
Grants help reduce the cost of equipment and services, lessening the tax burden on our citizens.
In 2008 the department received more then $23,000 in traffic enforcement grants, almost
$2,000 in bulletproof vest funds and a $25,000 award to purchase an Automated Fingerprint
Identification System (AFIS). In 2009 the department will continue to actively seek out alterna-
tive methods to fund the important services that we provide to our citizens

Police Memorial Week

On May 19™ New Jersey citizens will gather
to celebrate the lives and honor the sacrifice of
fallen New Jersey Police Officers. The 25th an-
nual Law Enforcement Memorial Service will be
held at the Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove.
The Service is open to the public and everyone

. is encouraged to attend.
Be Safe!

Project ChildSafe is a program sponsored by the United States Department of Justice that
provides free gunlocks. The purpose of the program is to ensure that no one, especially a
child, is injured accidentally by a gun. The Berlin Township Police are proud participants in
the program. Stop in the station and pick up your free gunlock.

EMS Update
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We continue to support our troops as they fight to protect our freedom and pray for their
safe and quick return home.

In 2008 Berlin EMS was dispatched to 1,812 emergencies, there were 659 in Berlin Town-
ship, 815 in Berlin Borough and an additional 338 surrounding communities. We would like to
thank all of our residents and businesses that continued to support our annual fund drive.

Our Department officers for 2009 are:

Captain Lou DeMarco
Assistant Captain  Craig Fallstick
Lieutenant Jennifer Somers
President Cyndi Oberle
Vice President Harlan Wolper
Secretary Anna Behnke

Financial Secretary Kristina Yocum



Berlin Township

Calling All Residents!

Berlin Township’s 100™ birthday is around the corner and we need your help with the celebration! This is a
great time to recognize our Township’s history and all our Town has to offer. We are asking for any resident to
come share their memories of Berlin Township.

Our goal: we are looking to put together a compilation of photos and stories in a memoir that will be available to
all residents and visitors to hear our Town’s history on the date of our centennial April 11, 2010.

What we are looking for: any resident who has a few minutes to share photos and stories. (No one photo, or short
story, is too small)

The Formats we will accept: The ideal format would be digital or scanned photos, and typed word documents of
your stories on disk or e-mailed to ddecinque@berlintwp.com. If you do not have access to a computer or a
scanner (or do not know how and want to share your history) you can come by the municipal building and we
can help you transfer your stories and photos into digital format. (You keep all originals!).

Deadline: September 30, 2009. Come in as soon as possible to be sure your story is heard, space is limited.

Our Building is located at 170 Bate Avenue West Berlin NJ 08091. So remember, grab those old family albums

and stop by! A few minutes of your time will help us preserve our history for the future.

A Reminder About Property Maintenance

- All residents shall have the property address by number placed on their house not less than 3 inches in height

— and should be legible and made of durable material. It must be placed on the front door or building
facade parallel to the main entrance to the building or over the garage door as specified in Ordinance
# 44-6 of the Township Code.

- Grass or weeds may not exceed 10" of growth as per Property Maintenance code PM-303.4. If you
have any question please call the Berlin Township Property and Zoning Officer Mike Laginestra at
767-1854 ext 223.

-Attention all residents of Berlin Township. Please be advised that trash should not be put
out to the curb until the night before scheduled pick up.
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July 4th Parade, Activities and Pageant

Each year, the Inter Community Celebration Association, a group of volunteers, organizes and produces the In-
dependence Day events in Berlin and Berlin Township. Here are some of the areas in which volunteers can partici-
pate.

e Publicity— create public awareness of the celebration

e Miss ICCA Pageant— help organize the pageant activities to include judging, staging, practice and preparation.
e Parade— help organize the stage

e  Musical Units— contact businesses and civic organizations to ask for their support.

To volunteer for this year’s celebration team, please call (856) 767— 1854 Thank You!
The Inter Community Celebration Association 4th of July committee meets at the Berlin Township Library,

Franklin Avenue on the first and third Wednesday of the month from March through May at 7:00 p.m. In June, the
meetings are held weekly. Please Donate Your Time!
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Notes From Public Works

Congratulations!

Berlin Township would like to extend a
heartfelt thanks to Pat Davis, for 30 years of
service. We appreciate all Pat’s hard work and
dedication and wish her a wonderful retirement!

Street Sweeping

Will begin again starting on Tuesday’s trash route the week of March
9th, Wednesday’s trash route for the week of March 23rd, all weather permit-
ting. Please try to park all vehicles off-street so we can do the best job possible
for our tax dollars!

Spring Leaf Collection

For loose leaves at the curb-not in the street please, with just one go-
around with the vacuum equipment, will take place starting Tuesday, April 14th, and
Thursday’s Route starting Monday, April 20th. Depending on weather conditions, please
have the leave out at the beginning of your designated week and wait for us to get

there.

Just a Reminder...

The Spring planting season is around the corner, many homeowners
will be taking advantage of the warmer temperatures to plant trees. If your plan-
ning to landscape, please call for a FREE mark out before you dig. Free mark
outs can be scheduled by calling New Jersey One Call at 1-800-272-1000 week-
days from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. at least three business days before digging.

Remember, don't dig without a mark out. It’s not only dangerous.
It’s illegal.

Recycling Down=Enforcement up

The Township of Berlin established a successful recycling program in
1980 that soon became a nationally award winning program that was used as an
example across our country. Today more than ever, Recycling is one way that
we as citizens can help keep costs down.

Due to the current economic conditions, as well as the high tipping
fees, recycling will be enforced by checking the contents of recycling and trash
containers. If the container is found to have trash mixed with recyclables, the
crews are instructed to leave the can at the curb, and it will be the resident’s
responsibility to separate the trash form the recyclables. The recycling and/or
trash container (s) can then be collected during normal collection the following
week.

We need everyone’s cooperation. Help us.. Help you.. Save Money!!
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Trash and the following Recyclable items should be
placed out at the curb the night before your scheduled
pick up date.

See Last Page for Trash and Leaf Collection Map
showing Township routes marked as A - B - C routes.

GLASS-CANS-  Bottles - Jars - Cans
PLASTICS #1 & #2 Plastics All Combined
ALUMINUM - PLASTICS In The
Container
PAPER Newspaper, Mail With Large Boxes
Magazines, Paper At Curb
CHIPBOARD Cereal Boxes
CARDBOARD Corrugated Boxes
Placed at Curb
SCRAP IRON All Metal ltems Doors OFF
Appliances Refrigerators
BATTERIES Motor Vehicle Placed at Curb
MOTOR OIL Used Engine Oil  In SEALED Container
ANTIFREEZE From Motor Vehicles In SEALED Container
TIRES Car, Bicycle Tires Without Rims
CONCRETE Up to 100 Ibs. per  Stacked or Contained
week See Schedule
ELECTRONICS Computers, TV'S, Stacked at Curb

Radios
Anything Electronic

See Schedule

LEAF COLLECTION - Loose leaves should be raked to the curb,
NOT IN THE STREET, prior to the start date of the weeks marked
during the months of collection. Please keep branches and
debris out of the leaf piles. The schedule may vary due to
weather, equipment failure and the volume of material put out
for collection. Bagged leaves will be collected as time allows.
THERE IS NO SCHEDULED PICKUP for bagged leaves.

VEGETATION COLLECTION - The following items will be
collected only on Mondays as marked, unless Monday is a
holiday then the collection will take place as marked on Friday
of that week. The material should be placed out at the curb as
follows:

YARD DEBRIS Grass Clippings, In Cans
Lawn Rakings
B hes. Plant In Cans or Bundled in
rancnes, Fiants, 4 ft. Lengths under 50
BRUSH Vines gIbs.
4 inches or less in
WOOoD Logs diameter

and Bundled in 4 ft.
Lengths under 50 Ibs.
Logs over 4 inches in diameter ARE NOT collected at the
curb. Residents may call the PW.D. at 856-767-5052 to
reserve a truck to load during evening or weekend hours at

Kyour location. )

Please Remember, While compact fluorescent
bulbs save energy, they should not be disposed
of in normal trash. Because they contain mer-

cury, it is recommended that you save the origi-
nal packaging and repackage it for disposal at
one of the Household Special Waste Collection
Sites Sponsored by Camden County
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Camden County Household Special Waste

Planning and Zoning Board Meetings

March 24th 2009
April 28th 2009
May 12th 2009
June 16th 2009

August 4th 2009

September 15th & 29th 2009

All meetings shall be held at 6:30 PM,
every second and fourth Tuesday, unless
meeting date falls on a holiday.

Meetings are held in the board room of
the Berlin Township Huster Building Lo-
cated at 225 Grove Avenue. The meeting
will be until 9:00 PM any application still
being heard at this time will be tabled to
the next meeting

SENIOR BUS SCHEDULE

For Reservations, one day prior call:
767-7887
TUESDAYS-THURSDAYS
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.-Berlin Circle Plaza
& Local Shopping
The Berlin Township Senior Bus would like to
pick you up at your door and take you on local
shopping trips to Shop Rite and Walmart.
As always, we accommodate requests for trips
to our local banks, the John J. McPeak Library,
the Mall and other local points of interest.

We hope to see you soon ......and
PLEASE LEAVE THE DRIVING TO US!

Collection for 2009
All events are held on a Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
3/38/2009 Cherry Hill Public Works Complex
4/25/2009 Collingswood Public Works Complex
5/16/2009 Atco Parking Area
Please Call Camden County at 858-5241 for info

Mavor & Council Meeting Dates

March 23rd, 2009
April 27th 2009
May 18th 2009
June 15th 2009

August 3rd 2009

September 14th & 28 2009

All meetings will begin at 6:30 PM
Located 225 Grove Avenue.

WELCOME SENIORS!

The Berlin Township Senior
Citizen Club 2009 Membership Drive
is now underway. Dues are just
$3.00 per year for Township Seniors.
Please join now and support your
local club.

New Members are always
welcomed at the weekly meetings
held on Friday at 1:30 p.m. We play
cards and/or bingo, enjoy light re-
freshments and discuss future
events. Come join us where old
friends meet, or make some new
friends!

Call Marion at

767-3548 for more information.
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Berlin Township

Sun

Veg. Collection

March 2009

8 Sweep Tuesday’s 9 Mayor & 10 Planning/ 11 12 13 14
\TKZZZ}IE Route This Council Meeting | Zoning Meeting ggﬁ?j}in
15 Sweep 16 17 18 19 20 21
Wednesday’s Trash )
Route This Week Veg. Collection
22 Sweep Thursday’s |23 Mayor & 24  Planning/ 25 26 27 28
Trash Route This Council Meeting Zoning Meeting
Week
Veg. Collection Concrete
Collection
29 30 31
Veg. Collection
April 2009
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4  West Berlin
Fire- Rescue
Flower Sale
Starts Today
Concrete Collection
5 chcip 6 LEAF 7 COLLECTION 8 TUESDAY™”S 9 TRASH ROUTE 10 ,%/Ma’ 1% West Berlin
Tuesday’s No Trash Collacti Fire-Rescue
Tra}sh Route Veg. Collection Tsjp g;ﬁcegcel;s'g; Flower Sale Runs
This Week This Week
12 Sweep 13 //0/?/« 14  LEAF 15 COLLECTION 16 WEDNESDAY’S | 17 TRASH ROUTE 18
Wednesday’s No vV Cyll ;
o €g. Lollection . .
T@Sh Route Twp Offices Closed Veg. Collection
This Week
19 Sweep 20 LEAF 21 COLLECTION |22 THURSDAY’S 23 TRASH 24 ROUTE 25
Thursday’s
Trash Route
This Week
Veg. Collection Concrete Collection
26 27 Mayor & 28 Planning/ 29 30

Council Meeting | Zoning Meeting

Veg. Collection
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Wed Thu Sat
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Veg. Collection Concrete Collection
10 11 12 Planning/ |13 14 15 16
Veg. Collection ZOHil’lg Meeting
17 18 Mayor & Council | 19 20 21 22 23
Meeting Free
Rabies Clinic
Veg. Collection Concrete Collection | 9am-12noon
24 25 Hhldey 26 27 28 39 30
No Veg. Collection 31
Twp Oftfices Closed . .
Veg. Collection
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Veg. Collection
7 Sweep Tues- 8 9 10 11 12 13
day’s Trash Route | Veg. Collection Concrete Collection
This Week
14 Sweep 15 Mayor & Council |16  Planning/ 17 18 19 20
Wednesday’s | Meeting Zoning Meeting
Trash Route This
Week Veg. Collection
21  Sweep 22 23 24 25 26 27
Thursday’s Trash
Route This Week
Veg. Collection Concrete Collection
28 29 30
Veg. Collection
In an effort to save Tax Payer Dollars we are not sending out our collection schedule calendars as our practice has
been in the past. Instead the full 2009 Collection Schedule will be available on the Township Website P 7
www.berlintwp.com. The newsletter, which goes out each quarter, will include the corresponding months of the quar- age

ter. Again this is being done to cut costs and still keep you, our resident, informed.
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Berlin Township Rabies Clinic

Pictures from this event can be view at www.berlintwp.com
b e

Berlin Township held their annual Free g
Rabies Clinic. Residents and non- |
residents attended this event located at
the Berlin Township Public Works §
Complex on Edgewood Avenue. Cats|
and Dogs of all sizes, from Kittens to
Great Danes, received their free vacci-
nation administered by Dr. Ruggerio. A
total of 141 vaccinations were dispersed
from 9am-12pm, Residents also re-
ceived their annual pet licenses. All pets
were handled with care and there were §
no problems. Even side by side, both
cats next dogs got along surprisingly
well. Harmony between the pets made Rabies Clinic 2009 Public Works Complex. Thank you Dr. Rug-
for a pleasant experience. Rabies vacci- 9erio and everyone who participated!

nation is imperative for the prevention of a serious and dangerous disease and a great way to en-
sure the safety of ourselves and our beloved pets. If you missed our clinic there are others in the
area that you can still attend. Here are a few in our area coming up, call for more information.

Mt. Ephraim  3/07/09 (931-1546) Stratford 3/28/09 (783-0600)
Runnemede  3/14/09 (939-5161) Lawnside 4/18/09 (573-6200)
Pinehill 3/28/09  (783-7400 x.201) Laurel Springs 4/25/09 (784-0500)

Offices will be Closed to Observe the Following Holidays

Friday April 10th & Monday April 13th Easter . May 25th Memorial Day . Friday July 3rd. Independence Day
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